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Zimbabwe's Fast Track Land Reform
Post-colonial land reforms in Africa.
Zimbabwe's land resettlement program
The Fast Track Land Reform Programme in Zimbabwe
has emerged as a highly contested reform process
both nationally and internationally. The image of it
has all too often been that of the widespread
displacement and subsequent replacement of various
people, agricultural-related production systems,
facets and processes. The reality, however, is
altogether more complex. Providing new and muchneeded empirical research, this in-depth book
examines how processes such as land acquisition,
allocation, transitional production outcomes, social
life, gender and tenure, have influenced and been
influenced by the forces driving the programme. It
also explores the ways in which the land reform
programme has created a new agrarian structure
based on small- to medium-scale farmers. In
attempting to resolve the problematic issues the
reforms have raised, the author argues that it is this
new agrarian formation which provides the greatest
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scope for improving Zimbabwe’s agriculture and
development. Based on a broader geographical scope
than any previous study carried out on the subject,
this is a landmark work on a subject of considerable
controversy.

The Land Question in Zimbabwe
The Fast Track Land Reform Programme implemented
during the 2000s in Zimbabwe represents the only
instance of radical redistributive land reforms since
the end of the Cold War. It reversed the raciallyskewed agrarian structure and discriminatory land
tenures inherited from colonial rule. The land reform
also radicalised the state towards a nationalist,
introverted accumulation strategy, against a broad
array of unilateral Western sanctions. Indeed,
Zimbabwe's land reform, in its social and political
dynamics, must be compared to the leading land
reforms of the twentieth century, which include those
of Mexico, Russia, China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Cuba and Mozambique. The fact that the Zimbabwe
case has not been recognised as vanguard
nationalism has much to do with the 'intellectual
structural adjustment' which has accompanied
neoliberalism and a hostile media campaign. This has
entailed dubious theories of ëneopatrimonialismí,
which reduce African politics and the state to endemic
ëcorruptioní, ëpatronageí, and ëtribalismí while
overstating the virtues of neoliberal good governance.
Under this racist repertoire, it has been impossible to
see class politics, mass mobilisation and resistance,
let alone believe that something progressive can
Page 3/25

Bookmark File PDF Zimbabwes Fast Track Land
Reform Africa Now
occur in Africa. This book comes to a conclusion that
the Zimbabwe land reform represents a new form of
resistance with distinct and innovative characteristics
when compared to other cases of radicalisation,
reform and resistance. The process of reform and
resistance has entailed the deliberate creation of a trimodal agrarian structure to accommodate and
balance the interests of various domestic classes, the
progressive restructuring of labour relations and
agrarian markets, the continuing pressures for radical
reforms (through the indigenisation of mining and
other sectors), and the rise of extensive, albeit
relatively weak, producer cooperative structures. The
book also highlights some of the resonances between
the Zimbabwean land struggles and those on the
continent, as well as in the South in general, arguing
that there are some convergences and divergences
worthy of intellectual attention. The book thus calls
for greater endogenous empirical research which
overcomes the pre-occupation with failed
interpretations of the nature of the state and agency
in Africa.

Fast Track Land Occupations in
Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe
'Progress' in Zimbabwe?
This book focuses on empirical experiences related to
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market development, and specifically new markets
with structurally different characteristics than
mainstream markets. Europe, Brazil, China and the
rather robust and complex African experiences are
covered to provide a rich multidisciplinary and multilevel analysis of the dynamics of newly emerging
markets. Rural Development and the Construction of
New Markets analyses newly constructed markets as
nested markets. Although they are specific market
segments that are nested in the wider commodity
markets for food, they have a different nature,
different dynamics, a different redistribution of value
added, different prices and different relations
between producers and consumers. Nested markets
embody distinction viz-a-viz the general markets in
which they are embedded. A key aspect of nested
markets is that these are constructed in and through
social struggles, which in turn positions this book in
relation to classic and new institutional economic
analyses of markets. These markets emerge as
steadily growing parts of the farmer populations are
dedicating their time, energy and resources to the
design and production of new goods and services that
differ from conventional agricultural outputs. The
speed and intensity with which this is taking place,
and the products and services involved, vary
considerably across the world. In large parts of the
South, notably Africa, farmers are ‘structurally’
combining farming with other activities. By contrast,
in Europe and large parts of Latin America farmers
have taken steps to generate new products and
services which exist alongside ongoing agricultural
production. This book not only discusses the
economic rationales and dynamics for these markets,
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but also their likely futures and the threats and
opportunities they face.

Land Reform in Zimbabwe
Remaking Mutirikwi
Zimbabwe’s land occupations were unique in two
ways.

Contested Terrain
Active political engagement requires the youth of
today to begin their journeys now to be leaders of
tomorrow. Young individuals are instrumental in
providing valuable insight into issues locally as well as
on a national and international level. Participation of
Young People in Governance Processes in Africa
examines the role of young peoples involvement in
governance processes in Africa and demonstrates
how they are engaging in active citizenship. There is
an intrinsic value in upholding their right to
participate in decisions that affect their daily lives and
their communities, and the content within this
publication supports this by focusing on topics such
as good citizenship, youth empowerment, democratic
awareness, political climate, and socio-economic
development. It is designed for researchers,
academics, policymakers, government officials, and
professionals whose interests center on the
engagement of youth in active citizenship roles.
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Changing Relations Between Churches in
Europe and Africa
Zimbabwe's land reform has been highly
controversial. Too often, ideological positions trump
empirical realities and detailed analysis. This book
aims to fill a gap by drawing on extensive longitudinal
research from across Zimbabwe, pointing to policy
challenges, as well as solutions. In the post-Mugabe
era, moving forward is vital if the agrarian economy is
to revive and the benefits of the land reform are to be
realised. Across nine sections and 44 chapters, the
book discusses a range of themes - from livelihood
change in land reform areas, to the particular
challenges of medium-scale farms, youth, farm
workers and land administration to food security,
market development, small towns and the potentials
for local economic development.

Fast Track Land Reform Baseline Survey
in Zimbabwe
The Southern Africa region has experienced more
than its fair share of problems in recent years. Just
when it seemed that the hardships wrought by the
devastating cycle of droughts and floods of 2000 to
2002 were a thing of the past, other problems
emerged. At one level, there have been the weak and
often erratic governance mechanisms and political
crises in some countries of the region, leading to
severe disruptions in agricultural production to the
point that supplies and markets have virtually
disappeared. At another level, socio-cultural rigidities
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have often militated against the adoption of efficient
farming practices, resulting in sub-optimal choices
that lock smallholders into a low equilibrium trap. In
the face of the disappearing supplies and missing
markets, these have engendered hyper-inflationary
trends of a magnitude unknown anywhere else in the
world. But in the midst of all this apparent dreariness,
cases are emerging from which immense lessons can
be drawn. This book assembles a collection of
research papers based on studies completed in 2008
and 2009 in Southern Africa that examine various
dimensions of the institutional constraints small
farmers are facing in the region and how they are
going about dealing with them. The papers draw from
these diverse and polar experiences and present
some theoretical and practical insights that should
form the basis for more in-depth, country-level, sectorspecific analyses, focusing mainly on citrus,
horticultures, cotton and livestock. The thematic
issues of income inequality, land reform, natural
resource management and value chain governance
and chain choice, are covered in this book and are
expected to be of interest for a wide constituency,
including researchers, development practitioners,
rural animators, and policy makers.

Housing in the Aftermath of the Fast
Track Land Reform Programme in
Zimbabwe
This book through detailed ethnographic methodology
investigates the role women play in a post fast track
land environment. The author examines how the
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hidden access to land, enabled the women to engage
in agro based livelihoods and transitory mobility
through social networks.

Outcomes of post-2000 Fast Track Land
Reform in Zimbabwe
Rural Development and the Construction
of New Markets
This research appraises the impact of the Fast Track
Land Reform Programme at three resettled
communities in Kadoma District, Zimbabwe. In
particular it assesses the livelihood practices of land
recipients and their effects on the natural
environment. Despite acquiring natural capital from
the resettlement process, the findings of this research
show low levels of financial, physical and social
capital amongst beneficiaries. Moreover climatic
variability, the declining macro-economic and
unstable political environment in the country and little
support from government adversely affected the
livelihoods of beneficiaries. The implication of all this
has been a reduction in livelihoods that are based
solely on agricultural production, leading to off-farm
practices primarily exploiting the natural
environment. The long term effect would be increased
degradation of the environment, leading to reduced
arable and grazing land, and thereby hindering
sustainable livelihoods from farming.
Recommendations are proposed based on this
research s findings being typical in Zimbabwe.
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From Jambanja to Planning
This book through detailed ethnographic methodology
investigates the role women play in a post fast track
land environment. The author examines how the
hidden access to land, enabled the women to engage
in agro based livelihoods and transitory mobility
through social networks.

Agricultural Land Redistribution
Countering the dominant media narratives of
economic stagnation, Zimbabwe Takes Back Its Land
offers a more positive and nuanced assessment of the
results of the contentious land reforms that were
introduced in Zimbabwe in 2000. The authors do not
minimize the depredations of the Mugabe regime.
Rather, they show how "ordinary" Zimbabweans have
taken charge of their destinies in creative and
unacknowledged ways on the farms that they
obtained through the land-reform programs. They
offer a compelling story of how, through collective
action, the poor can improve their lives even in the
midst of hostile circumstances. -- Publisher
description.

Interrogating Zimbabwe's Fast Track
Land Reform and Resettlement
Programme
No one in 1980 could have guessed that Zimbabwe
would become a failed state on such a monumental
and tragic scale. In this incisive and revealing book,
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Richard Bourne shows how a country which had every
prospect of success when it achieved a delayed
independence in 1980 became a brutal police state
with hyperinflation, collapsing life expectancy and
abandonment by a third of its citizens less than thirty
years later. Beginning with the British conquest of
Zimbabwe and covering events up to the present
precarious political situation, this is the most
comprehensive, up-to-date and readable account of
the ongoing crisis. Bourne shows that Zimbabwe's
tragedy is not just about Mugabe's 'evil' but about
history, Africa today and the world's attitudes towards
them.

Women, Mobility and Rural Livelihoods in
Zimbabwe
Proceedings from the conference "Changing
relationships between churches in Africa and Europe
in the 20th century: Christian identity in the times of
political crises," which took place October 8-12, 2005
at Makumira University College of Tumaini University
in Tanzania.

Development Outcomes of Zimbabwe's
Fast-Track Land Reform Programme
Challenges the commonly held myths about
Zimbabwe's land reform.

Post-independence Land Reform in
Zimbabwe
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This book offers historical and comparative analyses
of changes in agrarian society forced by the
globalization of capitalism, and the implications of
these changes for human welfare globally. The book
gives special attention to recent economic
development and urbanization in the People s
Republic of China which have had a major impact on
contemporary transformations globally. Case studies
from South and Southeast Asia, Africa and Latin
America in turn place these transformations in a
comparative global perspective. The contributors
include distinguished scholars from the UN, PRC,
India, Zimbabwe, and Latin America who are also
active in policy issues."

Land and Agrarian Reform in Zimbabwe
Writing Still
The dramatic changes in Zimbabwe's economic,
political and social landscapes since the 2000
elections - referred to as the 'Zimbabwe crisis' - have
raised complex critical questions at national, regional
and international levels. This work addresses these
points, by focusing on the shifting discourses about,
and relationsips between land, state and citizenship.
It argues that these changing definitions and
dynamics, and their implications, can best be
understood in terms of a number of overlapping,
complete and incomplete projects of transformations;
or as 'unfinished business'
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Participation of Young People in
Governance Processes in Africa
The agrarian reform dynamics in southern Africa have
to be understood within the framework of colonial
land policies and legislation that were designed
essentially to expropriate land and natural resource
property rights from the indigenous people in favour
of the white settlers. Colonial land policies
institutionalised racial inequity with regard to land
although conditions are not homogeneous there are
broad themes that cut across the southern Africa
region. Colonialism dispossessed and impoverished
the people by taking away the most productive lands.
Neoliberal globalization has undermined the people’s
well-being through direct influences on agriculture
and rural economies in conjunction with policies
promoted by national governments and international
agencies. Another shared feature is to be found in the
high rates of unemployment, poor returns to smallscale agriculture, lack of access to social services
such as health and education all of which serve to
erode existing livelihood activities and perpetuate
relative and absolute poverty in rural areas. This
comparative study on Zimbabwe’s agrarian reforms
may provide countries such as South Africa and
Namibia with valuable lessons, as they attempt their
own land reforms. Conflicts between colonialists and
the indigenous people in the then Rhodesia centred
mainly on the land question. This inequitable
distribution of land resulted in Africans waging
liberation struggles in order to reclaim their land from
the colonialists. In most post-colonial countries, calls
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have been made for land redistribution as a way of
redressing colonial injustices in land tenure systems.
The process of reclamation of land and redistributing
it to the indigenous people is fraught with problems
and has resulted in the present-day land crisis in
many parts of Africa and other continents. These are
some of the issues this book examines, attempts to
understand and explain from a gender perspective.
Gender relations are viewed in terms of land use and
ownership in pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial
Zimbabwe. These socially constructed roles have
been found to be unequal in terms of power and
decision making. It is argued that lessening of social
inequalities between men and women reduces
poverty, raises farm efficiency and improves natural
resource management. The book emphasizes that
once women are empowered, the quality of life of
their households improves.

Institutional Constraints to Small Farmer
Development in Southern Africa
2004 Caine Prize was awarded to the short story
Seventh Street Alchemy by Brian Chikawava. The
story is in this anthology, Writing Still. The Caine Prize
for African creative writing is awarded annually. The
prize is named after the late Sir Michael Caine, former
Booker Prize chairman. The history of Zimbabwe has
always been reflected in its oral and written literature.
Much of the serious fiction written in the 1980s and
early 1990s focused on the effects of Zimbabwe’s war
of liberation. Little has yet been written about postindependence Zimbabwe and the complex and
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challenging issues that have arisen in the last twenty
years. This anthology of twenty-two short stories
provides a representative sample of the range and
quality of writing in Zimbabwe at the turn of the
century, and an impressionistic reflection of the years
since independence in 1980. Included are stories by
established writers Shimmer Chinodya, Charles
Mungoshi, Brian Chikwava; and some younger or less
established writers, Clement Chihota, Wonder Guchu,
Chiedza Musengezi, Mary Ndlovu, Vivienne Ndlovu
and Stanley Nyamfukudza. The collection also reflects
a slightly broader perspective with stories by
Alexandra Fuller, Derek Huggins, Pat Brickhill and
Chris Wilson, who engage with historical memory of
the conflicts out of which Zimbabwe arose, and the
lessons to be drawn from living within a culture other
than one’s own. Overall, the anthology reaffirms the
persistent value attached to imaginative writing in
Zimbabwe, and illustrates that the country’s literary
tradition is alive and well, and reshaping itself for new
times.

The Primacy of Regime Survival
This book analyses the past and ongoing decline of
Zimbabwe under the rule of ZANU-PF, with a primary
focus on the period 1997 to the present. In contrast to
much existing literature on post-independence
Zimbabwe which has focused on the political
dimensions of Zimbabwe’s fragility, this research
highlights the economic aspects of Zimbabwe’s
regression flowing from prolonged mismanagement of
the economy which has served to consolidate the rule
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of the country’s political and economic elite. The
Zimbabwean experience offers unique insights into
the economic mensions of regime preservation. This
book situates the Zimbabwe experience within the
context of wider debates within the field of
development studies, and the international
community’s response to such situations.

Zimbabwe's Unfinished Business
Circular Migration in Zimbabwe &
Contemporary Sub-Saharan Africa
This book delves into the Fast Track Land Reform
Programme (FTLRP) in Zimbabwe to provide insight
into how it facilitated the delivery of housing for lowincome urban households. It highlights the politics of
land reforms and the power of community
engagement in housing development in urban areas.
Prior to the FTLRP, the Zimbabwean governments had
never embraced popular modes of housing production
as key factors in urban development. In the area of
low-income housing, informal housing schemes have
always been treated with apathy and indifference.
This left the conventional mode of housing production
to be the only legitimate means to house low-income
households despite its shortcomings. However, the
onset of the FTLRP in 2000 resulted in homeless
urban households grasping the opportunity to invade
farms for housing development. Through the lenses of
Marxism and Neoliberalism, this book analyses
housing schemes that emerged and the overall
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impact of the FTLRP on housing and land delivery in
Harare. This analysis is based on empirical evidence
obtained from key informants and household surveys
conducted in Harare. The authors argue that the
FTLRP provided a platform for innovativeness by
households, supported by the unpronounced national
urban vision and prowess of the political leadership.
Hence the success of these housing schemes can be
measured by acquisition of land which guarantees
households access to the city. However, some of
these housing schemes pose challenges – key among
them being lack of infrastructure. The book concludes
by presenting a new model for effective delivery of
land and housing for the urban poor. This is envisaged
as a useful policy tool for urban planners, housing
experts, land economists, urban and regional
geographers, as well as sociologists, political
scientists and social workers engaged in public
administration of land and housing.

Catastrophe
The Mutirikwi river was dammed in the early 1960s to
make Zimbabwe's second largest lake. This was a key
moment in the Europeanisation of Mutirikwi's
landscapes, which had begun with colonial land
appropriations in the 1890s. But African landscapes
were not obliterated by the dam. They remained
active and affective. At independence in 1980, local
clans reasserted ancestral land claims in a wave of
squatting around Lake Mutirikwi. They were soon
evicted as the new government asserted control over
the remaking of Mutirikwi's landscapes. Amid fastPage 17/25
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track land reform in the 2000s, the same people
returned again to reclaim the land. Many returned to
the graves and ruins of past lives forged in the very
substance of the soil, and even incoming war
veterans and new farmers appealed to autochthonous
knowledge to make safe their resettlements. This
book explores those reoccupations and the complex
contests over landscape, water and belonging they
provoked. The 2000s may have heralded a longdelayed re-Africanisation of Lake Mutirikwi, but just as
African presence had survived the dam, so white
presence remains active and affective through
Rhodesian-era discourses, place-names and the
materialities of ruined farms, contour ridging and old
irrigation schemes. Through lenses focused on the
political materialities of water and land, this book
reveals how the remaking of Mutirikwi's landscapes
has always been deeply entangled with changing
strategies of colonial and postcolonial statecraft. It
highlights how the traces of different pasts intertwine
in contemporary politics through the active, enduring
yet emergent, forms and substances of landscape.
Joost Fontein is Director of the British Institute in
Eastern Africa and Lecturer in Social Anthropology at
the University of Edinburgh. Published in association
with the British Institute in Eastern Africa.

Reclaiming the Land
Zimbabwe's severe crisis - and a possible way out of
it with a transitional government, and the new era for
which it prepares the ground - demands a coherent
scholarly response. 'Progress' can be employed as an
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organising theme across many disciplinary
approaches to Zimbabwe's societal devastation. At
wider levels too, the concept of progress is fitting. It
underpins 'modern', 'liberal' and 'radical' perspectives
of development pervading the social sciences and
humanities. Yet perceptions of 'progress' are subject
increasingly to intensive critical inquiry. Their
gruesome end is signified in the political projects of
Robert Mugabe and ZANU-PF. John Gray's Black Mass:
Apocalyptic Religion and the Death of Utopia indicates
this. It is expected that participants will engage
directly in debates about how the idea of 'progress'
has informed their disciplines - from political science
and history to labour and agrarian studies, and then
relate these arguments to the Zimbabwean case in
general and their research in particular. This book
was published as a special issue of the Journal of
Contemporary African Studies.

Zimbabwe's Agricultural Revolution
Revisited
Despite 250 years of land reform all over the World,
important land inequalities remain, especially in Latin
America and Southern Africa.While in these countries,
there is near consensus on the need for redistribution,
much controversy persists around how to redistribute
land peacefully and legally, often blocking progress
on implementation.This book focuses on the "how" of
land redistribution in order to forge greater consensus
among land reform practitioners and enable them to
make better choices on the mechanisms of land
reform. Reviews and case studies describe and
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analyze the al.

Zimbabwe's Fast Track Land Reform
Rural movements have recently emerged to become
some of the most important social forces in opposition
to neoliberalism. From Brazil and Mexico to Zimbabwe
and the Philippines, rural movements of diverse
political character, but all sharing the same social
basis of dispossessed peasants and unemployed
workers, have used land occupations and other
tactics to confront the neoliberal state. This volume
brings together for the first time across three
continents - Africa, Latin America and Asia - an
intellectually consistent set of original investigations
into this new generation of rural social movements.
These country studies seek to identify their social
composition, strategies, tactics, and ideologies; to
assess their relations with other social actors,
including political parties, urban social movements,
and international aid agencies and other institutions;
and to examine their most common tactic, the land
occupation, its origins, pace and patterns, as well as
the responses of governments and landowners. At a
more fundamental level, this volume explores the
ways in which two decades of neoliberal policy including new land tenure arrangements intended to
hasten the commodification of land, and new land
uses linked to global markets -- have undermined the
social reproduction of the rural labour force and
created the conditions for popular resistance. The
volume demonstrates the longer-term potential
impact of these movements. In economic terms, they
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raise the possibility of tackling immiseration by
means of the redistribution of land and the
reorganisation of production on a more efficient and
socially responsible basis. And in political terms,
breaking the power of landowners and transnational
capital with interests in land could ultimately open the
way to an alternative pattern of capital accumulation
and development.

Gender and Land Reform
Global Capitalism and the Future of
Agrarian Society
The World Bank insists that the urban share of subSaharan Africa's population is rapidly increasing - this
study shows that in many countries this is no longer
true as migration strategies have adapted in response
to economic and political change.

Land Reform Under Structural
Adjustment in Zimbabwe
Seminar paper from the year 2019 in the subject
Politics - International Politics - Region: Africa, grade:
2,7, University of Pavia, language: English, abstract:
Since Zimbabwe has gained independence in 1980,
the redistribution of land has dictated domestic
politics. Former president Robert Mugabe and his
party ZANU-PF aimed at redistributing as much land
as possible from former colonizers, white people, to
formerly oppressed black people. Starting under neoPage 21/25
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colonial structures with the Lancaster House
Agreement, the land reforms slowly radicalized and
ended in the controversial Fast Track reform in 2000.
In the process of tackling the land question, many
difficulties emerged which will be analysed in this
paper. While many scholars attribute the mistakes of
the reforms to Mugabe and the government, it will be
argued that there are more exogenous factors that
heavily constrained the proper implementation of the
land reforms.

War Veterans in Zimbabwe's Land
Occupations
Zimbabwe Takes Back Its Land
Groundbreaking work on the struggle for justice in the
post-colonial Zimbabwean land crisis.

Land and Agrarian Transformation in
Zimbabwe
This book examines the dynamics underpinning the
implementation of Zimbabwe's fast track land
reforms. By utilising ethnographic data gathered in
central Zimbabwe, the book goes beyond the
polarised debates which dominated scholarship in the
earlier period to highlight the changing livelihoods
occasioned by the land reform. The book argues that
despite the challenges faced by the newly resettled
farmers, the land reform has allowed landless and
land-short peasants access to land and other natural
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resources which were previously enclosed to them
under a bi-modal agrarian structure inherited from
colonialism.

Zimbabwe's Land Reform
Gender, Politics and Land Use in
Zimbabwe 1980ñ2012
This study represents a first systematic effort to
document Zimbabwe "s new land uses during the
years of economic crisis, the role of the state in
promoting them, the differentiation associated with
them, not only between black and white farmers, but
also among them, and the implications of all these for
the political economy of the Zimbabwean land
question. The fact that some of the new land uses
avoid redistribution of clearly under-utilised large
scale commercial farms suggests that the
Zimbabwean land question will remain a live political
issue for a long time.

Women, Mobility and Rural Livelihoods in
Zimbabwe
The struggle over land has been the central issue in
Zimbabwe ever since white settlers began to carve
out large farms over a century ago. Their
monopolisation of the better-watered half of the land
was the focus of the African war of liberation war, and
was partially modified following Independence in
1980. A dramatic further episode in this history was
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launched at the start of the last decade with the
occupation of many farms by groups of African
veterans of the liberation struggle and their
supporters, which was then institutionalised by
legislation to take over most of the large commercial
farms for sub-division. Sustained fieldwork over the
intervening years, by teams of scholars and experts,
and by individual researchers is now generating an
array of evidence-based findings of the outcomes:
how land was acquired and disposed of; how it has
been used; how far new farmers have carved out new
livelihoods and viable new communities; the major
political and economic problems they and other
stakeholders such as former farm-workers,
commercial farmers, and the overall rural society now
face. This book will be an essential starting place for
analysts, policy-makers, historians and activists
seeking to understand what has happened and to
spotlight the key issues for the next decade. This
book was published as a special issue of the Journal of
Peasant Studies.
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