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Digital Childhoods
The Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood Education provides
a groundbreaking compilation of research from an interdisciplinary group of
distinguished experts in early childhood education (ECE), child development,
cultural and cross-cultural research in the psychological sciences, etc. The chapters
provide current overviews of ECE in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle
East, Asia, Australia, Africa, Europe, the US, and Canada, and convey how ECE is
multi-sectorial, multi-cultural, and multi-disciplinary, undergirded by such
disciplines as neuroscience, psychological anthropology, cross-cultural human
development, childhood studies, and political science.

International Perspectives on Forest School
Philosophical Perspectives on Play builds on the disciplinary and paradigmatic
bridges constructed between the study of philosophy and play in The Philosophy of
Play (Routledge, 2013) to develop a richer understanding of the concept and
nature of play and its relation to human life and value. Made up of contributions
from leading international thinkers and inviting readers to explore the
presumptions often attached to play and playfulness, the book considers ways that
play in ‘virtual’ and ‘real’ worlds can inform understandings of each, critiquing
established norms and encouraging scepticism about the practice and experience
of play. Organised around four central themes -- play(ing) at the limits, aesthetics,
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metaphysics/ontology and ethics -- the book extends and challenges notions of
play by drawing on issues emerging in sport, gaming, literature, space and art,
with specific attention paid to disruption and danger. It is intended to provide
scholars and practitioners working in the spheres of play, education, games, sport
and related subjects with a deeper understanding of philosophical thought and to
open dialogue across these disciplines.

International Perspectives on Early Years Workforce
Development
Forest School is now implemented across a wide range of settings both nationally
and internationally, and this book explores the global similarities between the
Forest School approach and how natural spaces are being used all over the world.
Written by a range of international authors, the text includes perspectives from: Sweden - Portugal - Brazil - Germany - Slovenia - South Africa - Australia - USA and
Canada - India It considers the impact that global influences have on early
learning, and reflects on how the Forest School approach is used in the UK. With
case studies, annotated further reading and points for practice this is a key text for
all those studying Early Childhood Studies, Early Years and Primary Education. Sara
Knight is Principal Lecturer at Anglia Ruskin University. She is a trained Forest
School practitioner and author of Forest Schools For All, Risk and Adventure in
Early Years Outdoor Play and Forest School and Outdoor Learning (all published by
SAGE).

Advocating for Children
While firmly acknowledging the importance of play in early childhood, this book
interrogates the assumption that play is a birthright. It pushes beyond traditional
understandings of play to ask questions such as: what is the relationship between
play and the arts – theatre, music and philosophy – and between play and
wellbeing? How is play relevant to educational practice in the rapidly changing
circumstances of today’s world? What do Australian Aboriginal conceptions of play
have to offer understandings of play? The book examines how ideas of play evolve
as children increasingly interact with popular culture and technology, and how
developing notions of play have changed our work spaces, teaching practices,
curricula, and learning environments, as well as our understanding of relationships
between children and adults. This multidisciplinary volume on the subject of play
combines the work of some of the world’s leading researchers in the field of early
childhood education with contributions from distinguished and emerging scholars
in areas as diverse as education, theatre studies, architecture, literature,
philosophy, cultural studies, theology and the creative arts. Reconsidering the
common focus on play in early education, to investigate its broader impact, this
collection offers a refreshing and valuable addition to studies on play,
reconceptualizing it for the 21st century.

Child Perspectives and Children’s Perspectives in Theory and
Practice
This open access book examines the educational conditions that support cultures
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of exploration in kindergartens. It conceptualises cultures of exploration, whether
those cultures are created through children's own engagement or are demanded of
them through undertaking specific tasks within different institutional settings. It
shows how the conditions for children's exploration form a web of activities in
different settings with social relationships, local landscapes and artefacts. The
book builds on the understanding of cultural traditions as deeply implicated in the
developmental processes, meaning that local considerations must be reflected in
education for sustainable futures. Therefore the book examines and conceptualises
exploration and cultural formation through locally situated cases and navigates
toward global educational concepts. The book provides different windows into how
children may explore in everyday practice settings in kindergarten, and contributes
to a loci-based, ecological, integral knowledge relevant for early childhood
education.

Positive Schooling and Child Development
Written from the perspective of children who observe the world through their
windows, this book for young readers looks at the lives of housebound children
during the coronavirus pandemic. Inspired by true events and people from around
the world, From My Window shows children that we all have the same fears, and
that we can overcome them by being creative and empathetic, and by staying
positive and healthy. We will face other challenging situations in the future, and
this book shows us that there are opportunities every day to love, learn, create and
connect, no matter the circumstances.

Play-Responsive Teaching in Early Childhood Education
This book offers a rich collection of international research narratives that reveal the
qualities and value of peer play. It presents new understandings of peer play and
relationships in chapters drawn from richly varied contexts that involve sibling
play, collaborative peer play, and joint play with adults. The book explores social
strategies such as cooperation, negotiation, playing with rules, expressing
empathy, and sharing imaginary emotional peer play experiences. Its
reconceptualization of peer play and relationships promotes new thinking on
children's development in contemporary worlds. It shows how new knowledge
generated about young children's play with peers illuminates how they learn and
develop within and across communities, families, and educational settings in
diverse cultural contexts. The book addresses issues that are relevant for parents,
early years' professionals and academics, including the role of play in learning at
school, the role of adults in self-initiated play, and the long-term impact of early
friendships. The book makes clear how recent cultural differences involve digital,
engineering and imaginary peer play. The book follows a clear line of argument
highlighting the importance of play-based learning and stress the importance of
further knowledge of children's interaction in their context. This book aims to
highlight the narration of peer play, mostly leaning on a sociocultural theoretical
perspective, where many chapters have a cultural-historical theoretical frame and
highlight children's social situation of development. Polly Björk-Willén, Linköping
University, Sweden
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International Perspectives On Early Childhood Education And
Care
'This informative and wide-ranging book argues persuasively for the value of
multiple perspectives, both international and disciplinary, in the study and practice
of early childhood education, because they feed our imaginations and provoke us
to think. And while illustrating the many differences that exist between countries, it
highlights the shared issues confronting us, wherever we live.' - Emeritus Professor
Peter Moss, Institute of Education, University of London Stemming from original
research in the field, a range of expert contributors explore the key themes and
debates surrounding international perspectives on Early Childhood Education and
Care (ECEC). Drawing on studies carried out in Norway, Mexico, France, Hungary
and many more countries, the book covers a wide range of topics including: the
relationship between early childhood and primary education gender and play in
ECEC curriculum inclusion early interventions working with families place-based
learning With case studies, detailed suggestions for further reading at different
levels and discussion points, this is a key text for students of Early Years at all
levels, from Foundation Degree to Masters, as well as current early years
practitioners. Linda Miller is Professor Emeritus of Early Years, The Open University.
Claire Cameron is Senior Reader in Education at the Thomas Coram Research Unit,
Institute of Education, University of London.

Children Learning Outside the Classroom
Recent decades have seen a growing emphasis, in a number of professional
contexts, on acknowledging and acting on the views of children. This trend was
given added weight by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified in
1990. Today, seeking the perspective of the child has become an essential process
in all sorts of tasks, from framing new legislation to regulating professions. This
book answers the fundamental question of what it is that constitutes a ‘child
perspective’, and how this might differ from the perspectives of children
themselves. The answers to such questions have important implications for
building progressive and developmental adult-child relationships. However,
theoretical and empirical treatments of child perspectives and children’s
perspectives are very diverse and idiosyncratic, and the standard reference work
has yet to be written. Thus, this work is an attempt to fill the gap in the literature
by searching for and defining key formulations of potential child perspectives
within parts of the so-called ‘new child paradigm’. This has been derived from
childhood sociology, contextual-relational developmental psychology,
interpretative humanistic psychology and developmental pedagogy. The highly
experienced authors develop a comprehensive professional child perspective
paradigm that integrates recent theory and empirical child research. With its clear
presentation of underlying theories and suggested applications, this book
illustrates a child-oriented understanding of specific relevance to both child-care
and preschool educational practice.

An Introduction to Childhood
Children’s play throughout history has been free, spontaneous, and intertwined
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with work, set in the playgrounds of the fields, streams, and barnyards. Children in
cities enjoyed similar forms of play but their playgrounds were the vacant lands
and parks. Today, children have become increasingly inactive, abandoning
traditional outdoor play for sedentary, indoor cyber play and poor diets. The
consequences of play deprivation, the elimination and diminution of recess, and
the abandonment of outdoor play are fundamental issues in a growing crisis that
threatens the health, development, and welfare of children. This valuable book
traces the history of children’s play and play environments from their roots in
ancient Greece and Rome to the present time in the high stakes testing
environment. Through this exploration, scholar Dr. Joe Frost shows how this history
informs where we are today and why we need to re-establish play as a priority.
Ultimately, the author proposes active solutions to play deprivation. This book is a
must-read for scholars, researchers, and students in the fields of early childhood
education and child development.

International Perspectives in the Early Years
This up to date text is suitable for students on all early years and early childhood
courses as well as interested practitioners. It looks at the current structure of the
early childhood education and care (ECEC) workforce in different countries, each of
which represents a distinct philosophical tradition, tracing what has shaped this
structure and examining how politics and policy have moulded the workforce over
time. Each chapter analyses historical, philosophical and political developments in
the respective country and looks at key theorists, the concepts of childhood that
have shaped the workforce and the pedagogical approach. The unique aspects of
each country are highlighted along with a consideration of what the future might
hold for the workforce. Students and practitioners will achieve a more critical
understanding of current practice and the beliefs which underpin particular
pedagogical approaches while being encouraged to question their own values and
practice.

Young Children Playing
This book provides an analysis of childrens play across many different cultural
communities around the globe.

Children, Play, and Development
This book highlights the multiple ways that digital technologies are being used in
everyday contexts at home and school, in communities, and across diverse
activities, from play to web searching, to talking to family members who are far
away. The book helps readers understand the diverse practices employed as
children make connections with digital technologies in their everyday experiences.
In addition, the book employs a framework that helps readers easily access major
themes at a glance, and also showcases the diversity of ideas and theorisations
that underpin the respective chapters. In this way, each chapter stands alone in
making a specific contribution and, at the same time, makes explicit its
connections to the broader themes of digital technologies in children’s everyday
lives. The concept of digital childhood presented here goes beyond a sociological
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reading of the everyday lives of children and their families, and reflects the various
contexts in which children engage, such as preschools and childcare centres.

Comparative Early Childhood Education Services
In the chapters that follow, the history and current status of early childhood
education in selected countries, along with a review of current research that is
being conducted in these countries will be presented. In essence this will provide a
glimpse of the intellectual base of early childhood education in many parts of the
world.

The Handbook of the Study of Play
This book studies the major characteristics of the social pedagogical approach to
early childhood education and care. It does so by investigating the distinctive
elements of the Nordic approach and tradition. The cultural, educational, and
ideological structures and values within the Nordic tradition indicate a strong
“social pedagogical” rather than “early education” emphasis. The Nordic tradition
applies a social learning approach that emphasizes play, relationships and outdoor
life, and presumes that learning takes place through children’s participation in
social interaction and processes. Set against this background, the book examines
the characteristics of the pedagogue and the important features that develop
through the Nordic approach. It compares children educated in the Nordic tradition
with those educated in the French-English and Anglo-American tradition. It
explores quality in relation to how children can enjoy childhood, and at the same
time become able to actively participate in society and develop the social and
cognitive skills and competences that individuals require to do well in society.

From Children to Red Hatters
Play takes up much of the time budget of young children, and many animals, but
its importance in development remains contested. This comprehensive collection
brings together multidisciplinary and developmental perspectives on the forms and
functions of play in animals, children in different societies, and through the
lifespan. The Cambridge Handbook of Play covers the evolution of play in animals,
especially mammals; the development of play from infancy through childhood and
into adulthood; historical and anthropological perspectives on play; theories and
methodologies; the role of play in children's learning; play in special groups such
as children with impairments, or suffering political violence; and the practical
applications of playwork and play therapy. Written by an international team of
scholars from diverse disciplines such as psychology, education, neuroscience,
sociology, evolutionary biology and anthropology, this essential reference presents
the current state of the field in play research.

Peer Play and Relationships in Early Childhood
The Association for the Study of Play (TASP) is the sponsor of this eighth volume in
the Play & Culture Studies series. TASP is a professional group of researchers who
study play. The focus of this eighth volume of the Play & Culture Studies series is
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on how play takes many forms as it cuts across species, ages, and cultures. The
articles in this volume present current theoretical and empirical research on play
and culture from a variety of disciplines including psychology, education, animal
studies, and sociology. Applications to practice and policy implications are
presented as well. Volume 8 continues the tradition of the Play & Culture series by
presenting a view of play that is broad in scope both in terms of the subjects of
study and the ways in which researchers approach the study of these diverse
forms of play.

Worlds in Play
In light of recent standards-based and testing movements, the issue of play in child
development has taken on increased meaning for educational professionals and
social scientists. This third edition of Play From Birth to Twelve offers
comprehensive coverage of what we now know about play and its guiding
principles, dynamics, and importance in early learning. These up-to-date essays,
written by some of the most distinguished experts in the field, help educators,
psychologists, anthropologists, parents, health service personnel, and students
explore a variety of theoretical and practical ideas, such as: all aspects of play,
including historical and diverse perspectives as well as new approaches not yet
covered in the literature how teachers in various classroom situations set up and
guide play to facilitate learning how play is affected by societal violence, media
reportage, technological innovations, and other contemporary issues play and
imagination within the current scope of educational policies, childrearing methods,
educational variations, cultural differences, and intellectual diversity New chapters
in the third edition of Play From Birth to Twelve cover current and projected future
developments in the field of play, such as executive function, neuroscience,
autism, play in museums, "small world" play, global issues, media, and technology.
The book also suggests ways to support children’s play across different
environments at home, in communities, and within various institutional settings.

A History of Children's Play and Play Environments
This book presents a review and critical analysis of research in the field whilst
exploring development in the early childhood years from a broad range of multidisciplinary perspectives. Brock's approach will offer a dynamic perspective on the
practice of play that will rival existing texts currently on the market, it will be a
valuable asset for any student studying for an Early Childhood, Childhood, or
Education Studies degree.

International Perspectives on Modern Developments in Early
Childhood Education
Global Childhoods in International Perspective gathers a wide spectrum of
contributors from Europe, the U.S., South Asia, South Africa and Latin America,
who, attuned with present dilemmas in the area of childhood studies, discuss some
key theoretical and empirical aspects of child scholarship, such as identity, child
wellbeing, child mobility and migration, intergenerational relationships and child
abuse. Through these expert contributions, the book explores the many ways in
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which the relationship between universality and particularities of childhood plays
an important role in describing global childhoods. The book highlights childhood as
a cross-cutting issue in global sociology with chapters on globalization and
schooling in Burkina Faso, child abuse and neglect in India, identity and integration
among children of African immigrants in France, social class mobility of Filipino
migrant children in Italy and France, and an investigation into Kyrgyz childhoods.
Ideal reading for researchers, practitioners and students interested in both
childhood studies and the other areas including community research, sociology of
education, social stratification, and the sociology of migration.

Children's Exploration and Cultural Formation
Nordic Social Pedagogical Approach to Early Years
There is a growing interest in understanding how early years care and education is
organised and experienced internationally and many early years courses - from
foundation degree and beyond - include an 'International Perspectives' module.

Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Play from Birth and Beyond
Worlds in Play, a map of the «state of play» in digital games research today,
illustrates the great variety and extreme contrasts in the landscape cleft by
contemporary digital games research. The chapters in this volume are the work of
an international review board of seventy game-study specialists from fields
spanning social sciences, arts, and humanities to the physical and applied sciences
and technologies. A wellspring of inspiring concepts, models, protocols, data,
methods, tools, critical perspectives, and directions for future work, Worlds in Play
will support and assist in reading not only within, but across fields of play disciplinary, temporal, and geographical - and encourage all of us to widen our
focus to encompass the omni-dimensional phenomenon of «worlds in play.»

International Perspectives on Modern Developments in Early
Childhood Education
Presents selected papers from a July 1999 conference, held in New Zealand. The
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child provides a reference point for
discussions on children and trauma, children's rights and education, and actions of
governments to implement the Convention. Contributors represent an
interdisciplinary forum of professionals working directly or indirectly with children,
including lawyers, teachers, social workers, health professionals, and researchers.

Global Childhoods in International Perspective: Universality,
Diversity and Inequalities
This open access book develops a theoretical concept of teaching that is relevant
to early childhood education, and based on children’s learning and development
through play. It discusses theoretical premises and research on playing and
learning, and proposes the development of play-responsive didaktik. It examines
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the processes and products of learning and development, teaching and its
phylogenetic and ontogenetic development, as well as the ‘what’ of learning and
didaktik. Next, it explores the actions, objects and meaning of play and provides
insight into the diversity of beliefs about the practices of play. The book presents
ideas on how combined research and development projects can be carried out,
providing incentive and a model for practice development and research. The
second part of the book consists of empirical studies on teacher’s playing skills and
examples of play with very young as well as older children.

Play from Birth to Twelve
The new edition of this bestselling textbook continues to help students and
professionals understand the importance of getting children learning outside the
traditional classroom, and is packed full of creative information and ideas for
teachers and practitioners to incorporate outdoor activities throughout the school
curriculum. Significantly revised and updated the second edition now includes 7
brand new chapters on: Methods of assessment and evaluation Global perspectives
on outdoor learning Developing whole school approaches to indoor and outdoor
teaching Technology and its role outside the classroom Special Education Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) and learning outdoors Forest School The environmental
sector and outdoor learning Whether you're training to become a teacher, or
already working in the classroom, this book demonstrates how the outdoor
environment is enriching learning opportunities for children and deepening their
connections with the natural world. NOW FEATURING! Online resources that
include free SAGE journal articles, weblinks, annotated further readings and video
to help translate theory into real life practice. Sue Waite will be discussing key
ideas from Children Learning Outside the Classroom: From Birth to Eleven in the
SAGE Early Years Masterclass, a free professional development experience hosted
by Kathy Brodie. To sign up, or for more information, click here.

Philosophical Perspectives on Play
This book represents the outcome of the joint activities of a group of scholars who
were concerned about the lack of international research in play for children from
birth to 3 years. The authors are members of the Organisation Mondiale pour `
l’Education Prescholaire ́ (OMEP). For further information, see http://www.omong.net/. The idea of carrying out a research project internationally was born at the
OMEP’s World Congress in Melbourne, Australia 2004. All member countries were
invited and 10 countries decided to participate, of which three have withdrawn ding the process. The reason for this might be that in these countries only one
person was working with the project, while other seven countries have been
working in a team of two or more persons. The countries that have carried out
research and contributed to this book with a chapter each are Australia, Chile,
China, Japan, New Zealand, Sweden and USA (Wisconsin). For more information
about the p- ticipating countries and their corresponding addresses, see Appendix
I. This book project started in Melbourne with a discussion about what is general in
early childhood education globally, and what is culturally speci c. The discussion
was inspired by one of the keynote speakers, Nazhat Shameem (2004), judge in
the supreme court in Fiji, when she said: “If we all think we are so different and
speci c in each culture, the role of human rights has no value anymore.” We
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formulated three questions:

Play and Learning in Early Childhood Settings
This volume provides a comprehensive critical analysis of the research in
mathematics education for young children. The researchers who conducted the
critical analysis focused on the relationship between (1) mathematics learning in
the early years and domain specific approaches to cognitive development, (2) the
children’s social learning and their developing understanding of math, and (3) the
children’s learning in a natural context and their understanding of mathematics
concepts. The work of these scholars can help guide those researchers who are
interested in pursuing studies in early childhood mathematics in a specific area of
study. This volume will facilitate the research conducted by both novice and expert
researchers. The volume has accomplished its major goals, which consists of
critically analyzing important research in a specific area that would be most useful
in advancing the field and provide recommendations for both researchers and
educators.

Perspectives on Play
This edited book brings together for the first time an international collection of
work focused on two important aspects of any young child’s life – learning
mathematics and starting primary or elementary school. The chapters take a
variety of perspectives, and integrate these two components in sometimes explicit
and sometimes more subtle ways. The key issues and themes explored in this book
are: the mathematical and other strengths that all participants in the transition to
school bring to this period of a child’s life; the opportunities provided by transition
to school for young children’s mathematics learning; the importance of
partnerships among adults, and among adults and children, for effective school
transitions and mathematics learning and teaching; the critical impact of
expectations on their mathematics learning as children start school; the
importance of providing children with meaningful, challenging and relevant
mathematical experiences throughout transition to school; the entitlement of
children and educators to experience assessment and instructional pedagogies
that match the strengths of the learners and the teachers; the importance for the
aspirations of children, families, communities, educators and educational
organisations to be recognised as legitimate and key determinants of actions,
experiences and successes in both transition to school and mathematics learning;
and the belief that young children are powerful mathematics learners who can
demonstrate this power as they start school. In each chapter, authors reflect on
their work in the area of mathematics and transition to school, place that work
within the overall context of research in these fields, predict the trajectory of this
work in the future, and consider the implications of the work both theoretically and
practically.

The Cambridge Handbook of Play
Following three teenagers who chose to spend one school year living in Finland,
South Korea, and Poland, a literary journalist recounts how attitudes, parenting,
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and rigorous teaching have revolutionized these countries' education results.

Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood
Education
Through different approaches like toys and play, children explore and know the
rules and symbols of their communities and recreate roles and situations that
reflect their sociocultural and 21st century plurilingual world. As a result, they learn
how to subordinate desires to social rules, cooperate with others willingly, and
engage in socially appropriate behavior. When they are evaluated together
psychologically, there is a current need for action to increase the amount and
quality of play provided to children. Since discrepancies are observed between
urban and rural areas, as well as among different cultures, there is also a need for
a research initiative where cultures can learn and take advantage of the
experiences of each other. International Perspectives on Modern Developments in
Early Childhood Education is an essential scholarly publication that identifies ways
of intertwining key areas of early childhood education, including international
approaches, intercultural education, bilingual/plurilingual education, and the role of
play and toys as means for meaningful intercultural and multilingual learning. By
incorporating a view of different cultures, societies, languages, and educational
experiences in early childhood education, this volume provides data for
international and intercultural exchange for the benefit of children. Highlighting a
range of topics such as educational systems, play therapy, and games, this book is
ideal for early childhood teachers, educators, academicians, researchers,
professionals, psychologists, sociologists, and students.

Children's Play and Development
This reconceptualizes the place of early childhood education within communities. It
presents a shift in the lens of the teachers and management within early childhood
services to incorporate new ways of working with, alongside, and in collaboration
with family and the wider community.

From My Window
This book brings together an international group of researchers reporting on their
work about play and early childhood education across 13 countries – Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, England, Germany, Hong Kong, United States of America, India,
The Maldives, Sri Lanka, Singapore, China and Australia. It contributes to growing
international conversations about play and the role of play in early childhood
education. Each of the chapters in this anthology reflects different directions in
research as well as a range of approaches to reconceptualising play. Each
researcher questions assumptions underpinning young children’s play and early
childhood education and explores the implications of these questions for further
research, practice and policy. Chapters report a wide range of innovative and
transformative research, focusing on areas such as the play of infants and
toddlers, the role of values in play, the complexity of connections between play
and learning, motivation, the role and understandings of early childhood educators
in promoting children’s play, risky play and the impact of Westernised approaches
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to play in different contexts. This book argues for the importance of children’s play
at a time when there is a great deal of pressure to increase the academic focus of
early education and to eliminate play that could be deemed risky. Several authors
note moves towards pedagogies of play and explore the potential links between
play and learning in early education settings. The research reported in this book is
a timely reminder of the value of play, for and of itself, as well as the learning
potential of play. It provides a pathway into the debates about the role and value
of play in early years education for students, researchers and policymakers.

International Perspectives On Children'S Play
This book provides new theoretical insights to our understanding of play as a
cultural activity. All chapters address play and playful activities from a culturalhistorical theoretical approach by re-addressing central claims and concepts in the
theory and providing new models and understandings of the phenomenon of play
within the framework of cultural historical theory. Empirical studies cover a wide
range of institutional settings: preschool, school, home, leisure time, and in various
social relations (with peers, professionals and parents) in different parts of the
world (Europe, Australia, South America and North America). Common to all
chapters is a goal of throwing new light on the phenomenon of playing within a
theoretical framework of cultural-historical theory. Play as a cultural, collective,
social, personal, pedagogical and contextual activity is addressed with reference to
central concepts in relation to development and learning. Concepts and
phenomena related to ZPD, the imaginary situation, rules, language play,
collective imagining, spheres of realities of play, virtual realities, social identity and
pedagogical environments are presented and discussed in order to bring the
cultural-historical theoretical approach into play with contemporary historical
issues. Essential as a must read to any scholar and student engaged with
understanding play in relation to human development, cultural historical theory
and early childhood education.

The Smartest Kids in the World
In An Introduction to Childhood, Heather Montgomery examines the role children
have played within anthropology, how they have been studied by anthropologists
and how they have been portrayed and analyzed in ethnographic monographs over
the last one hundred and fifty years. Offers a comprehensive overview of childhood
from an anthropological perspective Draws upon a wide range of examples and
evidence from different geographical areas and belief systems Synthesizes existing
literature on the anthropology of childhood, while providing a fresh perspective
Engages students with illustrative ethnographies to illuminate key topics and
themes

Mathematics and Transition to School
This volume discusses the importance of positive schooling in producing
responsible and potentially productive adults. Students are generally more
motivated to do well and to realize their full potential in schools that have a
positive schooling climate, where they feel safe, included and supported.
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Nevertheless, the reality in today's schools is very different. This volume discusses
the major challenges faced by children and adolescents in schools, including
problems with curricula, safety issues, lack of inclusive policies, non-availability of
teachers, ineffective teaching, insensitivity towards students’ issues, improper
evaluation methods, harmful disciplinary measures, and so on. Experts in child
psychology and education discuss these issues at length in this volume and offer
viable solutions for policymakers, school administrators, teachers and parents to
make suitable changes and create a positive atmosphere in educational
institutions. This volume further discusses the role of various stakeholders---school
principals, teachers, counsellors and psychologists---in addressing these
challenges. In addition, it raises other, emerging issues which have not been
covered in previous volumes on this topic and offers evidence-based suggestions
to address them. The intended readership of the volume is researchers and
students of psychology, education, sociology, social work and public health, and
school teachers, administrators and teacher-trainers.

International Perspectives on Research in Early Childhood
Education
The subject of this book is young children’s emotional-social learning and
development within early childhood care and education settings in Aotearoa-New
Zealand. The focus on emotional complexity fills a gap in early childhood care and
education research where young children are frequently framed narrowly as
‘learners,’ ignoring the importance of emotional functioning and the feelings with
which children make sense of themselves and the world. This book draws on
original data in the form of narrative-like framed events to creatively illustrate the
complexities in children’s diverse ways of feeling, thinking, playing, being, and
becoming. Events illuminate the feelings and meanings of observed experiences in
holistic and contextualised gestalts. Awareness of unconscious processes, the
feeling of feelings, and cultural dimensions of development and meaning-making
are addressed. The book emphasises the emergent and psychodynamic nature of
children’s development and learning with strong links to the role of play and
playfulness in the events, drawing on two ethnographically inspired research
projects that present theory, experience and practice in real-life events.

Varied Perspectives on Play and Learning
Through different approaches like toys and play, children explore and know the
rules and symbols of their communities and recreate roles and situations that
reflect their sociocultural and 21st century plurilingual world. As a result, they learn
how to subordinate desires to social rules, cooperate with others willingly, and
engage in socially appropriate behavior. When they are evaluated together
psychologically, there is a current need for action to increase the amount and
quality of play provided to children. Since discrepancies are observed between
urban and rural areas, as well as among different cultures, there is also a need for
a research initiative where cultures can learn and take advantage of the
experiences of each other. International Perspectives on Modern Developments in
Early Childhood Education is an essential scholarly publication that identifies ways
of intertwining key areas of early childhood education, including international
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approaches, intercultural education, bilingual/plurilingual education, and the role of
play and toys as means for meaningful intercultural and multilingual learning. By
incorporating a view of different cultures, societies, languages, and educational
experiences in early childhood education, this volume provides data for
international and intercultural exchange for the benefit of children. Highlighting a
range of topics such as educational systems, play therapy, and games, this book is
ideal for early childhood teachers, educators, academicians, researchers,
professionals, psychologists, sociologists, and students.

Early Childhood Educational Research
Bringing together leading scholarship in the field, this book takes on vital questions
of educational policy, of literacy, of fitness, of the role of play in brain
development, of spontaneity and pleasure, of well-being and happiness, of
fairness, and of the fuller realization of the self.

Contemporary Perspectives on Mathematics in Early Childhood
Education
Early Childhood educational research is a constantly evolving field. This book
brings together Cathy Nutbrown’s considerable knowledge and expertise in the
field, to deliver a comprehensive and critical overview of national and international
research. The strengths of various types of research, and their influence on theory,
policy and practice, are identified along with new and emerging research areas,
and anticipated future topics and patterns of research. Through an analytical
discussion of research topics addressing Children, Adults and Pedagogy, these key
areas are highlighted: - Issues in research design - Types of and trends in
methodological approaches - The ethics of research With digestible chapter
introductions, thinking points and suggestions for research or dissertation topics,
readers are also able to locate their own work in an international landscape. This is
the perfect ‘go to’ resource for all early childhood education and social science
researchers.
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