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This book is a comparative analysis of power sharing
agreements and peace processes in Northern Ireland
and Lebanon, examining parallel journeys both
societies took through power sharing to civil war,
returning to power sharing again. It criticises and
builds on the consociational democracy literature and
takes an international perspective, arguing that the
external states with an interest in these ethnonational conflicts largely determined the outcome of
their power sharing accords. It evaluates and
contrasts the imposition of power sharing as a means
to regulate ethnic conflict in a democratic
environment with a non-democratic one. What makes
the book unique is its ability to compare for the first
time in print the ethnic conflicts and power-sharing
agreements in both countries. The sources used are
based on exclusive access in the UK, Ireland and
Lebanon with over 125 interviews conducted for the
book. This timely publication brings the situation in
both parts of the world up to date and evaluates the
costs and benefits of external intervention in divided
societies by regional or international powers.

Driving Democracy
Azad Jammu & Kashmir: Polity, Politics, and PowerSharing explores the opportunities and pitfalls of
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with disputed status, especially where
governance systems are fragile and the process of
democratization is hindered due to socio-political faultlines. Apart from probing the decolonisation process
in the Indian subcontinent and its subsequent
implications, the analyses in this study, adds clarity to
our understanding of the status and sovereignty of
Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK) by using a historical and
constitutional perspective; for this purpose, it
investigates political and constitutional evolution
since 1947. It examines contemporary power-sharing
theories and alternatives for the establishment of an
autonomous governance structure in order to proceed
towards meaningful conflict-management and hence
a stable democracy in deeply divided societies, with
particular focus on AJK. Javaid Hayat has identified
innovative pathways amongst nexuses of sovereignty,
autonomy, and democratic governance and has
persuasively argued for an alternative model through
recognition of internal right to self-determination for
building veritable autonomous democratic
governance structure in the disputed territory of AJK
until an opportunity presents itself for an external
right to self-determination as provided to the people
of the erstwhile state of J&K, which was promised by
the UN and agreed to, by both India and Pakistan.

Sharing Democracy
How can leaders craft political institutions that will
sustain the peace and foster democracy in ethnically
divided societies after conflicts as destructive as civil
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Patterns of Democracy
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and
a Harvard University political scientist and economist
evaluate the reasons that some nations are poor
while others succeed, outlining provocative
perspectives that support theories about the
importance of institutions.

Power Sharing and Democracy in PostCivil War States
A comparative study of democratic design in Southern
Africa, this text finds that the decisions about how to
constitute representative parliaments have wide
ranging effects on the type of parties and party
systems that develop.

Power-sharing in South Africa
Nearly all the peace accords signed in the last two
decades have included power-sharing in one form or
another. The notion of both majority and minority
segments co-operating for the purposes of political
stability has informed both international policy
prescriptions for post-conflict zones and home-grown
power-sharing pacts across the globe. This book
examines the effect of power-sharing forms of
governance in bringing about political stability amid
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centripetalism - and it assesses a number of cases
central to the debate, including Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Fiji,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi and Northern
Ireland. Drawing on information from a variety of
sources, such as political party manifestoes and
websites, media coverage, think tank reports, and
election results, the author reaches significant
conclusions about power-sharing as an invaluable
conflict-management device. This text will be of key
interest to students and scholars of ethnic conflict
management, power-sharing, ethnic politics,
democracy and democratization, comparative
constitutional design, comparative politics,
intervention and peace-building.

The New Class War
In this updated and expanded edition of his classic
text, Arend Lijphart offers a broader and deeper
analysis of worldwide democratic institutions than
ever before. Examining thirty-six democracies during
the period from 1945 to 2010, Lijphart arrives at
important—and unexpected—conclusions about what
type of democracy works best. Praise for the previous
edition: "Magnificent. . . . The best-researched book
on democracy in the world today."—Malcolm
Mackerras, American Review of Politics "I can't think
of another scholar as well qualified as Lijphart to write
a book of this kind. He has an amazing grasp of the
relevant literature, and he's compiled an unmatched
collection of data."—Robert A. Dahl, Yale University
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Ethno-politics and Power Sharing in
Guyana
Proposals for power-sharing constitutions remain
controversial, as highlighted by current debates in
Iraq, Afghanistan, Nepal, and Sudan. This book
updates and refines the theory of consociationalism,
taking account of the flood of contemporary
innovations in power-sharing institutions that have
occurred worldwide. The book classifies and compares
four types of political institutions: the electoral
system, parliamentary or presidential executives,
unitary or federal states, and the structure and
independence of the mass media. The study tests the
potential advantages and disadvantages of each of
these institutions for democratic governance. Crossnational time-series data concerning trends in
democracy are analyzed for all countries worldwide
since the early 1970s. Chapters are enriched by
comparing detailed case studies. The mixed-method
research design illuminates the underlying causal
mechanisms by examining historical developments
and processes of institutional change within particular
nations and regions. The conclusion draws together
the results and the practical lessons for policymakers.

Conflicting Objectives in Democracy
Promotion
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How institutional engineering affects the life of
democracies

The New Despotism
Is democracy possible only in homogeneous
societies? Does heterogeneity - clude a stable
democracy? Throughout history, ethnic, linguistic, or
religious homogeneity whether by circumstance,
coercion, or choice, has seemingly been conducive to
democracy. In France, democracy was established
after the impo- tion of religious uniformity and the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes. The United States
pulled in immigrants who renounced their original
affiliations to forge a new identity in a newly born
state. Still, defying assumptions, democracies have
emerged in heterogeneous states such as the Swiss
Confederation, the Successor States of the Holy
Roman Empire and, later, those carved out of the
previous colonial empires. One common feature is the
failure of – often violent – attempts to enforce
homogeneity, or the lack of any such attempt in the
first place. In the course of time, these divided
societies have learned to live in diversity, to pacify
their differences, and to find a path - wards peace or
at least accommodation. In sum, they went beyond
forms of se- rating powers to sharing power. Whether
defined by ethnicity, language, religion, or even
ideology, communities agreed to a pact on
participating in a joint gove- ment based on
proportional or even equal representation. It is
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Sustainable Peace
A disturbing in-depth exposé of the antidemocratic
practices of despotic governments now sweeping the
world. One day they’ll be like us. That was once the
West’s complacent and self-regarding assumption
about countries emerging from poverty, imperial rule,
or communism. But many have hardened into
something very different from liberal democracy:
what the eminent political thinker John Keane
describes as a new form of despotism. And one day,
he warns, we may be more like them. Drawing on
extensive travels, interviews, and a lifetime of
thinking about democracy and its enemies, Keane
shows how governments from Russia and China
through Central Asia to the Middle East and Europe
have mastered a formidable combination of political
tools that threaten the established ideals and
practices of power-sharing democracy. They mobilize
the rhetoric of democracy and win public support for
workable forms of government based on patronage,
dark money, steady economic growth, sophisticated
media controls, strangled judiciaries, dragnet
surveillance, and selective violence against their
opponents. Casting doubt on such fashionable terms
as dictatorship, autocracy, fascism, and
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and refurbishing
sense of how these regimes function and endure. He
shows how they cooperate regionally and globally and
draw strength from each other’s resources while
breeding global anxieties and threatening the values
and institutions of democracy. Like Montesquieu in
the eighteenth century, Keane stresses the willing
complicity of comfortable citizens in all these trends.
And, like Montesquieu, he worries that the practices
of despotism are closer to home than we care to
admit.

Gender, Politics and Institutions
To achieve peaceful interethnic relations and a stable
democracy in the aftermath of violent conflict,
institutional designers may task political elites
representing previously warring sides with governing
a nation together. In Power-Sharing Executives,
Joanne McEvoy asks whether certain institutional rules
can promote cooperation between political parties
representing the contending groups in a deeply
divided place. Examining the different experiences of
postconflict power sharing in Bosnia, Macedonia, and
Northern Ireland, she finds that with certain
incentives and norms in place, power sharing can
indeed provide political space for an atmosphere of
joint governance or accommodation between groups.
Power-Sharing Executives explains how the
institutional design process originated and evolved in
each of the three nations and investigates the impact
of institutional rules on interethnic cooperation.
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elites to agree to share power and to implement
power-sharing peace agreements. This comparative
analysis of institutional formation and outcomes
shows how coalitions of varying inclusivity or with
different rules can bring about a successful if delicate
consociationality in practice. Power-Sharing
Executives offers prescriptions for policymakers
facing the challenges of mediating peace in a
postconflict society and sheds light on the wider study
of peace promotion.

Post-War Bosnia
Hinds presents a useful guide at large for
understanding the problem of governance,
democracy, and society in ethnically divided countries
and how to create a framework aimed at solving the
problem.

Democracy, Diaspora, Territory
Power-sharing is an important political strategy for
managing protracted conflicts and it can also
facilitate the democratic accommodation of
difference. Despite these benefits, it has been much
criticised, with claims that it is unable to produce
peace and stability, is ineffective and inefficient, and
obstructs other peacebuilding values, including
gender equality. This edited collection aims to
enhance our understanding of the utility of powersharing in deeply divided places by subjecting powerPage 10/27
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analysis and critique. Its overarching
questions are: Do power-sharing arrangements
enhance stability, peace and cooperation in divided
societies? Do they do so in ways that promote
effective governance? Do they do so in ways that
promote justice, fairness and democracy? Utilising a
broad range of global empirical case studies, it
provides a space for dialogue between leading and
emerging scholars on the normative questions
surrounding power-sharing. Distinctively, it asks
proponents of power-sharing to think critically about
its weaknesses. This text will be of interest to
students, scholars and practitioners of power-sharing,
ethnic politics, democracy and democratization,
peacebuilding, comparative constitutional design, and
more broadly Comparative Politics, International
Relations and Constitutional and Comparative Law.

Why Nations Fail
Publisher description

Democracy and Institutions
How can leaders craft political institutions that will
sustain the peace and foster democracy in ethnically
divided societies after conflicts as destructive as civil
wars? This volume compares power-dividing and
power-sharing solutions. --John McGarry, Queen's
University

Power-Sharing and Political Stability in
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This volume examines Bosnia-Hercegovina, Croatia,
Macedonia, Slovenia, Serbia/Montenegro, Albania,
Bulgaria, and Romania.

Sharing Power
An urgent, historically-grounded take on the four
major factors that undermine American democracy,
and what we can do to address them. While many
Americans despair of the current state of U.S. politics,
most assume that our system of government and
democracy itself are invulnerable to decay. Yet when
we examine the past, we find that the United States
has undergone repeated crises of democracy, from
the earliest days of the republic to the present. In
Four Threats, Suzanne Mettler and Robert C.
Lieberman explore five moments in history when
democracy in the U.S. was under siege: the 1790s,
the Civil War, the Gilded Age, the Depression, and
Watergate. These episodes risked profound—even
fatal—damage to the American democratic
experiment. From this history, four distinct
characteristics of disruption emerge. Political
polarization, racism and nativism, economic
inequality, and excessive executive power—alone or
in combination—have threatened the survival of the
republic, but it has survived—so far. What is unique,
and alarming, about the present moment in American
politics is that all four conditions exist. This
convergence marks the contemporary era as a grave
moment for democracy. But history provides a
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strengthened—or weakened—in the past. By
revisiting how earlier generations of Americans faced
threats to the principles enshrined in the Constitution,
we can see the promise and the peril that have led us
to today and chart a path toward repairing our civic
fabric and renewing democracy.

Imposing Power-sharing
Fifty years ago, academics and policymakers
throughout the world agreed that it was impossible
for certain sets of historically antagonistic groups to
coexist peacefully on a long-term basis. This book
examines the system of consociation, which was
identified by Arend Lijphart and ended that
pessimistic consensus. Lijphart’s specific observations
concerning the impact of consociation are assessed
quantitatively and qualitatively, facilitated through
careful operationalization of his descriptions of
consociation’s four components: grand coalition,
minority veto, proportionality, and segmental
autonomy. Insights derived from a dataset
representing the experiences of eighty-eight countries
are examined further through case study analysis of
the seven societies most often discussed in relation to
consociation: Austria, Belgium, Canada, the
Netherlands, Northern Ireland, South Africa, and
Switzerland. The components of consociation are
found to promote lasting peace in divided societies
most successfully when combined with additional
incentives for the encouragement of cross-cutting
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Democratisation and Power-Sharing in
Stormy Weather
Provides empirical evidence that power-sharing
measures used to end civil wars can help facilitate a
transition to minimalist democracy.

Power-Sharing Executives
Departing from the established literature connecting
the political-institutional patterns of democracy with
the quality of democracy, this book acknowledges
that democracies, if they can be described as such,
come in a wide range of formats. At the conceptual
and theoretical level, the authors make an argument
based on deliberation, redrawing power diffusion in
terms of the four dimensions of proportionality,
decentralisation, presidentialism and direct
democracy, and considering the potential interactions
between these aspects. Empirically, they assemble
data on sixty-one democracies between 1990 and
2015 to assess the performance and legitimacy of
democracy. Their findings demonstrate that while, for
example, proportional power diffusion is associated
with lower income inequality, there is no simple
institutional solution to all societal problems. This
book explains contemporary levels of power diffusion,
their potential convergence and their manifestation at
the subnational level in democracies including the
United States, Switzerland, Germany and Austria.
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Based on a unique comparative study of Burundi,
Rwanda, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Nepal, Myanmar, the Philippines, and Fiji this book
analyses the formal and informal arrangements
defining the post-conflict political order in these
countries and evaluates whether these systems
strengthened or weakened the chances of
establishing sustainable peace and lasting
democracy.

Power Diffusion and Democracy
Popular uprisings and revolts across the Arab Middle
East have often resulted in a democratic faragh or
void in power. How society seeks to fill that void,
regardless of whether the regime falls or survives, is
the common trajectory followed by the seven
empirical case studies published here for the first
time. This edited volume seeks to unpack the state of
the democratic void in three interrelated fields:
democracy, legitimacy and social relations. In doing
so, the conventional treatment of democratization as
a linear, formal, systemic and systematic process is
challenged and the power politics of democratic
transition reassessed. Through a close examination of
case studies focusing on Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq,
Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen, this collection introduces
the reader to indigenous narratives on how power is
wrested and negotiated from the bottom up. It will be
of interest to those seeking a fresh perspective on
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Power-Sharing
Ten years after the end of the war in Bosnia, ethnicity
continues to matter and the country remains
dependent on international intervention. The Dayton
Peace Accord signed in 1995 successfully ended the
war, but froze the ethnic conflict in one of the most
complex systems of government in the world. The
book provides an in-depth analysis of governance in
this divided post-war country, providing important
lessons for international intervention elsewhere
around the world, from Afghanistan to Iraq.

Power-Sharing
In both Europe and North America, populist
movements have shattered existing party systems
and thrown governments into turmoil. The embattled
establishment claims that these populist insurgencies
seek to overthrow liberal democracy. The truth is no
less alarming but is more complex: Western
democracies are being torn apart by a new class war.
In this controversial and groundbreaking new
analysis, Michael Lind, one of America’s leading
thinkers, debunks the idea that the insurgencies are
primarily the result of bigotry, traces how the
breakdown of mid-century class compromises
between business and labor led to the conflict, and
reveals the real battle lines. On one side is the
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elite that
clusters in high-income hubs and dominates
government, the economy and the culture. On the
other side is the working class of the low-density
heartlands—mostly, but not exclusively, native and
white. The two classes clash over immigration, trade,
the environment, and social values, and the
managerial class has had the upper hand. As a result
of the half-century decline of the institutions that
once empowered the working class, power has shifted
to the institutions the overclass controls:
corporations, executive and judicial branches,
universities, and the media. The class war can resolve
in one of three ways: • The triumph of the overclass,
resulting in a high-tech caste system. • The
empowerment of populist, resulting in no constructive
reforms • A class compromise that provides the
working class with real power Lind argues that
Western democracies must incorporate working-class
majorities of all races, ethnicities, and creeds into
decision making in politics, the economy, and culture.
Only this class compromise can avert a never-ending
cycle of clashes between oligarchs and populists and
save democracy.

Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Political institutions profoundly shape political life and
are also gendered. This groundbreaking collection
synthesises new institutionalism and gendered
analysis using a new approach - feminist
institutionalism - in order to answer crucial questions
about power inequalities, mechanisms of continuity,
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Power-Sharing and Consociational
Theory
Democratic theorists frequently assume that the
"people" must have something in common, or else
democracy will fail. This produces an ironically antidemocratic tendency to emphasize the passive
possession of commonality. Sharing Democracy
counters this tendency with a radical vision of
democracy grounded instead in the active exercise of
political freedom.

Sustainable Peace
A passionate examination of why international anticorruption fails to deliver results and how we should
understand and build good governance.

The Quest for Good Governance
This volume brings together leading scholars in the
discipline to discuss the critical theme of the
successes and failures of constitutional design.
Leading lights of the discipline, Arend Lijphart and
Donald Horowitz, debate their own contributions to
the field. Emerging scholars then present important
new evidence from Europe, the CIS, Latin America,
and Africa. Chapters analyse the effect of presidential
and parliamentary systems, issues of federalism and
autonomy, and the varying impact of electoral
systems. The book concludes with case studies of Fiji,
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Power Sharing in Deeply Divided Places
Arend Lijphart is one of the world's leading and most
influential political scientists whose work has had a
profound impact on the study of democracy and
comparative politics. Thinking about Democracy
draws on a lifetime's experience of research and
publication in this area and collects together for the
first time his most significant and influential work. The
book also contains an entirely new introduction and
conclusion where Professor Lijphart assesses the
development of his thought and the practical impact
it has had on emerging democracies. This volume will
be of enormous interest to all students and scholars
of democracy and comparative politics, and politics
and international relations in general.

Power Sharing and International
Mediation in Ethnic Conflicts
This volume offers a profoundly new interpretation of
the impact of modern diasporas on democracy,
challenging the orthodox understanding that ties
these two concepts to a bounded form of territory.
Considering democracy and diaspora through a
deterritorialised lens, it takes the post-Euromaidan
Ukraine as a central case study to show how modern
diasporas are actively involved in shaping democracy
from a distance, and through their political activity
are becoming increasingly democratised themselves.
An examination of how power-sharing democracies
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compels us to reassess what we mean by democracy
and diaspora today, and why we need to focus on the
deterritorialised dimensions of these phenomena if we
are to adequately address the crises confronting
numerous democracies. As such, it will appeal to
scholars of sociology and politics with interests in
migration and diaspora, political theory, citizenship
and democracy.

The Architecture of Democracy
Can power sharing prevent violent ethnic conflict?
And if so, how can the international community best
promote that outcome? In this concise volume,
Timothy Sisk defines power sharing as practices and
institutions that result in broad-based governing
coalitions generally inclusive of all major ethnic
groups. He identifies the principal approaches to
power sharing, including autonomy, federations, and
proportional electoral systems. In addition, Sisk
highlights the problems with various power-sharing
approaches and practices that have been raised by
scholars and practitioners alike, and the instances
where power-sharing experiments have succeeded
and where they have failed. Finally, he offers some
guidance to policymakers as they ponder powersharing arrangements.

Power-Sharing
Power-sharing is an important political strategy for
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the democratic accommodation of
difference. Despite these benefits, it has been much
criticised, with claims that it is unable to produce
peace and stability, is ineffective and inefficient, and
obstructs other peacebuilding values, including
gender equality. This edited collection aims to
enhance our understanding of the utility of powersharing in deeply divided places by subjecting powersharing theory and practice to empirical and
normative analysis and critique. Its overarching
questions are: Do power-sharing arrangements
enhance stability, peace and cooperation in divided
societies? Do they do so in ways that promote
effective governance? Do they do so in ways that
promote justice, fairness and democracy? Utilising a
broad range of global empirical case studies, it
provides a space for dialogue between leading and
emerging scholars on the normative questions
surrounding power-sharing. Distinctively, it asks
proponents of power-sharing to think critically about
its weaknesses. This text will be of interest to
students, scholars and practitioners of power-sharing,
ethnic politics, democracy and democratization,
peacebuilding, comparative constitutional design, and
more broadly Comparative Politics, International
Relations and Constitutional and Comparative Law.

Politics, Power and the Struggle for
Democracy in South-East Europe
This book examines the theoretical and practical
relevance and challenges of the consociationalist
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of Accommodation (1968) and Democracy in
Plural Societies (1977) Professor Lijphart’s theories
and practical implementations have played a key role
in establishing enduring peace settlements. In this
edited volume, scholars and Professor Lijphart himself
critically examine the history of consocationalism and
its application in areas including Northern Ireland,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Colombia. The book will be
essential reading for undergraduate and graduate
students of political science, comparative politics,
transitional justice and peace studies. It will also be of
use to practitioners ranging from diplomats to NGOs
who are interested in the practical application of
tested models of political accommodation.

Consociationalism and Power-Sharing in
Europe
From Power Sharing to Democracy examines the
theoretical underpinnings of power sharing as a
means of achieving sustainable democratic
governance. Contributors examine key areas,
including Afghanistan, Cyprus, Kosovo, Macedonia,
and South Africa, where power-sharing constitutions
and political institutions have been employed or
proposed. They provide an in-depth exploration of
consociationalism, under which the previously warring
ethnic communities are guaranteed a proportionate
share of political offices and protection of their vital
interests, and federalism, which provides for
substantial territorial autonomy in cases where the
communities are territorially segregated.
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The representation of women in parliament is a
subject of extensive research and a focus for political
action in the last decade. The wide variation in
women's parliamentary presence contradicts the
expectation that established or consolidated
democracies are more supportive of the presence of
women in political life than emerging democracies.
This volume explains this variation through a series of
closely investigated case studies from the postCommunist transition democracies of Eastern Europe
and emerging democracies in Asia and the Middle
East to the long-established liberal democratic states.
The volume examines the history of women's
legislative involvement, clearly addressing the issue
of equal opportunities for women in political life on a
cross-national basis. It also identifies innovative
solutions to redress the power-sharing balance
between women and men. Offering a unique
comparative perspective, Sharing Power will appeal to
students and scholars of politics, women's studies,
history and legislative studies.

Democratic Transition in the Middle East
Power sharing may be broadly defined as any set of
arrangements that prevents one political agency or
collective from monopolizing power, whether
temporarily or permanently. Ideally, such measures
promote inclusiveness or at least the coexistence of
divergent cultures within a state. In places deeply
divided by national, ethnic, linguistic, or religious
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reconciling
antagonistic groups, particularly where
genocide, expulsion, or coerced assimilation threaten
the lives and rights of minority peoples. In recent
history, the success record of this measure is mixed.
Power Sharing in Deeply Divided Places features
fifteen analytical studies of power-sharing systems,
past and present, as well as critical evaluations of the
role of electoral systems and courts in their
implementation. Interdisciplinary and international in
formation and execution, the chapters encompass
divided cities such as Belfast, Jerusalem, Kirkuk, and
Sarajevo and divided places such as Belgium,
Israel/Palestine, Northern Ireland, and South Africa, as
well as the Holy Roman Empire, the Saffavid Empire,
Aceh in Indonesia, and the European Union. Equally
suitable for specialists, teachers, and students, Power
Sharing in Deeply Divided Places considers the merits
and defects of an array of variant systems and
provides explanations of their emergence,
maintenance, and failings; some essays offer lucid
proposals targeted at particular places. While this
volume does not presume that power sharing is a
panacea for social reconciliation, it does suggest how
it can help foster peace and democracy in conflicttorn countries. Contributors: Liam Anderson, Florian
Bieber, Scott A. Bollens, Benjamin Braude, Ed Cairns,
Randall Collins, Kris Deschouwer, Bernard Grofman,
Colin Irwin, Samuel Issacharoff, Allison McCulloch,
Joanne McEvoy, Brendan O'Leary, Philippe van Parijs,
Alfred Stepan, Ronald Wintrobe.

Electoral Systems and Democratization
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The agenda of external actors often includes a
number of objectives that do not necessarily and
automatically go together. Fostering security and
stability in semi-authoritarian regimes collides with
policies aimed at the support of processes of
democratization prone to conflict and destabilization.
Meanwhile, the promotion of national selfdetermination and political empowerment might lead
to forms of democracy, partially incompatible with
liberal understandings. These conflicting objectives
are often problematized as challenges to the
effectiveness of international democracy promotion.
This book presents systematic research about their
emergence and effects. The contributing authors
investigate (post-) conflict societies, developing
countries, and authoritarian regimes in Southeast
Europe, Latin America, Africa, and Asia. They identify
the socio-economic and political conditions in the
recipient country, the interaction between
international and local actors, and the capacity of
international and local actors as relevant for
explaining the emergence of conflicting objectives.
And they empirically show that faced with conflicting
objectives donors either use a ‘wait and
see’-approach (i.e. not to act to overcome such
conflicts), they prioritize security, state-building and
development over democracy, or they compromise
democracy promotion with other goals. However,
convincing strategies for dealing with such conflicts
still need to be devised. This book was published as a
special issue of Democratization.
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This book examines Iraq since 2003 and argues that a
new democratic Iraq cannot be grounded on
destructive politics of victimization, narrow
nationalism, sectarian confessionalism, and a
consensual, power-sharing political arrangement.
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