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Before Auschwitz
Many endorse the idea of personal forgiveness
without fully understanding its complexity and
subtlety. This book is a careful and detailed
theological exploration of personal forgiveness. It sets
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forgiveness in its ancient and biblical context, as well
as drawing on contemporary debates among
philosophers, psychological therapists, and
international relations theorists. Forgiveness is written
in a clear, accessible style for both the specialist and
the non-specialist, and even the most difficult issues
are clearly explained and their significance explored.
Anthony Bash seeks to restore forgive.

Cascade Companion to Evil
John Wesley was an Anglican priest and major leader
in the eighteenth-century Evangelical awakening
whose theology and practice continues to influence
the church today. This book tells how his own search
for a heart renewed in love ultimately led him to a
fresh vision of the way of salvation, one that is
centered on sanctification, empowered by the Holy
Spirit, and available to all. Transcending the
theological dichotomies of his day, Wesley developed
a distinctive Protestant tradition that continues to
shape Methodist and Holiness Christians, and has had
a significant impact on Pentecostalism. It was
Wesley's optimism of grace that gave his Methodists
and generations to come a vibrant hope that hearts
and lives, churches, and the world at large can all be
changed by the power of God's amazing love.

Deceiving the Devil
Jacques Ellul (1912-1994) was Professor of the History
and Sociology of Institutions at the University of
Bordeaux. A sociologist, historian, and Protestant lay
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theologian, Ellul is primarily known for his writings on
technology, propaganda, and Christian anarchism. He
influenced a wide array of thinkers including Ivan
Illich, William Stringfellow, Thomas Merton, Paul
Virilio, and Neil Postman. In this book, Jacob Van Vleet
and Jacob Marques Rollison guide readers through
Ellul's most influential theological and sociological
writings. By understanding Ellul's primary works,
readers will be able to clearly grasp his social theory
and theological ethics, profiting from his deep insight
and prophetic wisdom.

Unnatural
Faith Seeking Conviviality traces the journey of a U.S.
missionary into Brazil (and beyond), seeking to be
faithfully present while also questioning the default
settings of "good intentions." Taking Ivan Illich as the
primary theological guide on that journey, Faith
Seeking Conviviality narrates the discovery of a
renewed imagination for Christian mission that arises
as a response to two persistent questions. First, given
the colonial history of Christian missionary expansion,
on what basis do we go on fulfilling the "Great
Commission" (Matt 28:16-20) as Christ's disciples? A
second question, intimately related to the first, is:
What makes it possible to embody a distinctively
Christian presence that is missionary without being
manipulative? In doing theology with and after Ivan
Illich, Faith Seeking Conviviality does not offer a pulloff-the-shelf model for mission, but rather a
framework for embodying the incarnational logic of
mission that entails a "convivial turn"--delinking
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missionary discipleship from the lure of techniques
and institutional dependence in order to receive and
to share the peace of Christ relationally.

Reading the Bible Wisely
Many endorse the idea of personal forgiveness
without fully understanding its complexity and
subtlety. This book is a careful and detailed
theological exploration of personal forgiveness. It sets
forgiveness in its ancient and biblical context, as well
as drawing on contemporary debates among
philosophers, psychological therapists, and
international relations theorists. Forgiveness is written
in a clear, accessible style for both the specialist and
the non-specialist, and even the most difficult issues
are clearly explained and their significance explored.
Anthony Bash seeks to restore forgiveness to the
center of Christian doctrine and practice, and to
defend its place in personal and public life.

The Land
This book explores the history of the theme of 'union
with Christ' in the Reformed tradition. After chapters
on the legacy of Calvin and Reformed Orthodoxy, the
author uncovers three trajectories in American
Reformed theology in which salvation as union with
Christ is understood in remarkably different ways. The
subsequent twentieth-century history of the theme is
also explored. This detailed examination of New
England Calvinism, Princeton Calvinism, and the
Mercersburg Theology highlights the historic diversity
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present in Reformed thought, and the implications of
that diversity for contemporary Evangelical and
Reformed thought.

John Wesley
If you are troubled by the loss of 'Christ' in
'Christmas'; and by the noise, pressure and
materialism of secular Advent with its emphasis on
material and commercial rather than spiritual
preparation for Christmas, this book will help you to
read and think about Advent and Christmas in a new
way. Co-authored by a New Testament specialist and
a practising clinical psychologist, it explores the
familiar narratives from the Christmas story with
freshness and vigour, and draws out their implications
for day-to-day living. The Christmas story is full of
themes that we often avoid in churches - asylum
seekers and refugees; death; loss and suffering; old
age; childlessness - but they can give a new depth
and meaning to our Christmas celebrations. Christmas
will not seem the same again.

Metaphysics
Monotheism, the idea that there is only one true God,
is a powerful religious concept that was shaped by
competing ideas and the problems they raised.
Surveying New Testament writings and Jewish sources
from before and after the rise of Christianity, James F.
McGrath argues that even the most developed
Christologies in the New Testament fit within the
context of first century Jewish "monotheism." In doing
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so, he pinpoints more precisely when the parting of
ways took place over the issue of God's oneness, and
he explores philosophical ideas such as "creation out
of nothing," which caused Jews and Christians to
develop differing concepts and definitions about God.

Knowing God?
The process of forgiveness is often complicated, but it
can be rewarding when completed. Forgiveness may
not be easy for many, but it is essential for spiritual
maturity. To do so, we must understand what
forgiveness means or entails—as well as what it does
not. At one point or another, all human beings,
especially Christians, must forgive and be forgiven.
This study presents a journey through the scriptures
to discover why it is so hard to forgive and what can
be done to accomplish it from a biblical perspective.
Building on personal insight and strategies, author
Robert E. Gaines Sr., PhD, first focuses on the
misconceptions about forgiveness and explores its
meaning. He then considers the Christian motivation
to forgive and reveals the freedom found in
forgiveness. Then the discussion moves to the
process of forgiveness and the benefits of completing
the process of forgiving. Encouraging and inspiring,
this biblical study examines all aspects of forgiveness
from a biblical perspective and proposes ways for
Christians to embrace the freedom that it brings.

Engaging Scripture
Karl Barth's 1922 The Epistle to the Romans is one of
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the most famous, notorious, and influential works in
twentieth-century theology and biblical studies. It is
also a famously and notoriously difficult and
enigmatic work, especially as its historical context
becomes more and more foreign. In this book,
Kenneth Oakes provides historical background to the
writing of The Epistle to the Romans, an introduction
and analysis of its main themes and terms, a running
commentary on the text itself, and suggestions for
further readings from Barth on some of the issues it
raises. The volume not only offers orientation and
assistance for those reading The Epistle to the
Romans for the first time, it also deals with
contemporary problems in current Barth scholarship
regarding liberalism, dialectics, and analogy.

Compassionate Justice
An exploration of the teachings of Jesus in relation to
the LGBTQ community that “helps readers welcome a
theology that leaves no one behind” (Chris Glaser,
author of Coming Out as Sacrament). A common
claim, on both on the political right and left, is that
Christianity is incompatible with queerness. As this
first book on the subject of queer theology insightfully
argues, Jesus Christ can be understood by lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people as the
embodiment of a love so extreme that it dissolves all
existing boundaries. In discussing revelation, God,
Trinity, creation, atonement, sin, grace, Holy Spirit,
church, and sacraments, Patrick Cheng—a theologian,
seminary professor, and ordained minister—provides
a historical survey of how queer theology has
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developed from the 1950s to today, and then
illuminates its themes using the ecumenical creeds as
his guide. He discusses Jesus’s communion with all
people—holy and profane. He explores Jesus’s
crossing of all barriers—from Divine to sexual. Above
all, he reminds us that those barriers are societal,
rather than religious, concepts. “An excellent
introduction for beginners and an excellent synthesis
for more advanced readers." —Virginia Ramey
Mollenkott, author of Sensuous Spirituality

Forgiveness: to 25; Pages:26 to 50;
Pages:51 to 75; Pages:76 to 100;
Pages:101 to 125; Pages:126 to 150;
Pages:151 to 168
The land was one of the most vibrant symbols for the
people of ancient Israel. In the land-gift, promise, and
challenge-was found the physical source of Israel's
fertility and life, and a place for the gathering of the
hopes of the covenant people. In this careful
treatment, Walter Brueggemann follows the
development of his theme through the major blocks of
Israel's traditions. The book provides a point of
entrance both to the theology of the Old Testament
and to aspects of the New Testament-even as it
illuminates crucial issues of the contemporary scene.
In this fully revised version, Brueggemann provides
new insights, as well as updating the discussion,
notes, and bibliography.

Why Is It so Difficult to Forgive from a
Biblical Perspective?
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What can Christian theology in North America learn
from the rise of Nazism in Germany in the 1920s and
1930s? This book explores an explosion of scholarship
in recent decades that has reopened questions once
thought to be settled about the relationships between
Nazism, Liberalism, and Christianity. In the process of
criticizing the retrospective fallacy and urging a
properly hermeneutical historiography, its method in
historical theology causes us to reflect back upon our
tacit commitments, suggesting that we are closer to
fascism than we are aware and that, although the
devil never shows its face twice in exactly the same
way, the particular hubris of grasping after "final
solutions" along biopolitical lines--that is, the "racially
scientific" version of fascism that was Nazism--is and
remains near at hand today, within our horizon of
possibilities unrecognized in just the ways that it was
unrecognized by Germans before Auschwitz. The book
takes a fresh look at the theology of Adolf Hitler and
finds themes that are disturbingly familiar. It
summons to the renewal of Christian theology after
Christendom in the form of critical dogmatics, where
the motif of the Beloved Community replaces the
fallen idol descended from Charlemagne.

Inside the Christmas Story
This collection reveals what forgiveness looks like in
practice from the standpoint of those working in the
helping professions. Written from many different
perspectives, this eclectic volume challenges the
reader to reconsider their assumptions about
forgiveness, and illuminates everyday impact of
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forgiveness.

Imputation and Impartation
As John Wesley discovered his true spiritual identity,
he experienced a strangely warmed heart. Through
poignant stories and well-reasoned principles, Karen
Oliveto discloses why and how spiritual renewal and a
personal call to ministry emerge in the strangely
warmed hearts of lesbian and gay Christians. In The
United Methodist Church (and other Christian
denominations), it is difficult or impossible for lesbian,
gay, transsexual, and bisexual clergy or laity to
become a visible and outward channel for God’s
saving grace. This book traces the history of the
church’s struggle with homosexuality, highlighting
critical incidents in the culture and church polity
which shape the church’s response. The issues are
deeply rooted in the way God’s people understand
scriptures, which are interpreted as a means of grace
for some and as a rule-book for others. This book
includes first-person narratives of LGBTQ persons
faithfully serving in a denomination that denies their
calls and—in some cases—their presence. These
stories will show how the coming out process is
deeply spiritual as one grows into an authentic, Godcreated and graced self. “You are the one who
created my innermost parts; you knit me together
while I was still in my mother’s womb. I give thanks to
you that I was marvelously set apart. Your works are
wonderful—I know that very well.” Psalm 139:13-14
(CEB) “Our Strangely Warmed Hearts is a breath of
fresh air in the study of the United Methodist struggle
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and intense debate regarding human sexuality. Karen
Oliveto lives in faithful witness and serves people with
the heart of Christian leadership."—Bishop Hee-Soo
Jung, Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist
Church. “Karen Oliveto offers a compelling window
into the steadfast faith and the resilience of the
LGBTQ Christian movement in the United States. After
offering an extraordinary history of the LGBTQ
equality movement in our society and in The United
Methodist Church, she rightly asks, 'Is there any other
group that we would marginalize in this way?' I
wholeheartedly recommend Karen Oliveto's new book
to everyone who is affected by the debate over the
sacred worth and place of LGBTQ people in our lives
and churches. This book inspires hope.” —Michael J.
Adee, Ph.D., Director, Global Faith and Justice Project,
San Francisco Theological Seminary, San Anselmo, CA
“Bishop Oliveto's story mirrors the experience of
many LGBTQ ministers who are serving the Body of
Christ openly, and not in the shadows. The integrity,
courage, and deep faith of God’s LGBTQ people who
are called into ministry have enriched the church and
encouraged the outsiders who were always welcome
at Jesus' table.”–Andy Lang, Executive Director, Open
and Affirming Coalition, United Church of Christ “I
loved it! It drew me in immediately and kept me
strapped in on what I knew would be a roller coaster
of painful history, sprinkled triumphs, and then stories
that broke my heart, gave me cheer, and brought
tears to my eyes. Bishop Oliveto takes readers on a
fascinating trip through LGBTQ history, and into the
often contentious collision with mainstream
religion…and then brings it all together through the
personal stories that make our past and present come
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alive! I applaud Bishop Oliveto’s book and will highly
recommend it to the faithful and faith curious of all
religions.”–The Reverend Marian Edmonds-Allen,
Executive Director, Parity "[Bishop Karen Oliveto] is
sharing the love of Jesus, and meeting people where
they are, no matter who they are, and no matter what
they think about her. She loves them." —Kent Ingram,
senior pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Faith Seeking Conviviality
Description: This book records a set of dialogues
between scientists, theologians, and philosophers on
what can be done to prevent a global slide into
ecological collapse. It is a uniquely multidisciplinary
book that exemplifies the kinds of cultural and
scholarly dialogue urgently needed to address the
threat to the earth represented by our superindustrial civilization. The authors debate the
conventional account of nature conservation as
protection from human activity. In contrast to
standard accounts, they argue what is needed is a
new relationship between human beings and the
earth that recovers a primal respect for all things.
This approach seeks to recover forgotten resources in
ancient cultures and in the foundational narratives of
Western civilization contained in the Bible and in the
culture of classical Greece. Endorsements: ""A
refreshing critique of both evangelical and liberal
North American environmental discourse, a bold
exercise in multi-disciplinary conversation, and a
welcome retrieval of the virtues of creaturely humility
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and gratitude."" -Ernst M. Conradie University of the
Western Cape, South Africa ""This wonderfully rich
book is a model of deep conversation on crucial
challenges we face. The most important issues are
intrinsically interdisciplinary, yet we often settle for
talking 'at' or 'to' one another. This is especially true
among the 'environmental' and 'religious'
communities. The conversations in this book show
that deep interdisciplinary engagements offer
opportunities to re-frame the questions and redescribe the challenges in more promising and lifegiving ways, transforming participants and the issues
alike. A terrific achievement."" -L. Gregory Jones Duke
University ""Underlying the environmental movement
are a set of mostly undiscussed ethical and
theological assumptions about the nature of the world
and our relationship to it. In this pioneering volume,
scholars from various perspectives engage in a deep
exploration of the relationship of ecology, theology,
and ethics. The results are often illuminating,
sometimes surprising, and uniformly worth
engaging."" --Paul Root Wolpe Emory University ""Van
Houtan and Northcott engage scientists, ethicists,
theologians, and other thinking persons in dialogue,
working to re-ligate the torn academic and social
fabric, and bringing all to see and respond to the
biosphere--the awesome creation that calls for our
guardianship and respectful service. They have us join
this dialogue, motivating us--guardeners all--toward
nurturing the kind of wisdom and humility that brings
good news to every creature."" --Calvin DeWitt
University of Wisconsin About the Contributor(s): Kyle
S. Van Houtan is a Post-Doctoral Fellow in the
Program in Science and Society and a Research
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Fellow in the Center for Ethics at Emory University. He
has served as a biologist with the Smithsonian
Institution and the U.S. Geological Service. Michael S.
Northcott is Professor of Ethics in the School of
Divinity in the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. He is
the author of The Environment and Christian Ethics
(1996)

The Integrity of the Body of Christ
Using resources from scripture, theology, and the
social sciences, pastoral counselor David Augsburger
explores the complicated issues of Christian
forgiveness and reconciliation and their real-world
applications. Comprehensive in scope and fully
illustrated with numerous charts, graphs, case studies
and parables, this book is a unique and essential
resource for clergy, pastoral counselors and other
helping professionals.

The Fulfillment of the Promises of God
Every disciple imagines Jesus; reading the Gospels we
form images of him and of his surroundings. This has
been constant practice for those who desire to know
him more clearly. We, however, borrow stuff--from
stained glass windows, book illustrations, and the
like--which is always familiar to us, but which reflects
our, not his, culture. This book invites readers to
construct different scenarios about Jesus and his
world from the study of his ancient culture. We do this
with accuracy because of the advance of cultural
studies of his and our worlds. Jesus should look
Page 14/29

Get Free Forgiveness A Theology Cascade
Companions
different (wear different clothing, experience different
grooming), in settings foreign to us (in houses and
boats from his own world). Jesus should speak
differently so that the meaning of his words can only
be known in his culture. In this book readers travel
through the Gospels with specific suggestions about
what to see, namely, Jesus in his cultural world.
Imagining Jesus also suggests how to listen to him in
his cultural language. Did Jesus laugh? How did he
pray? This is what the incarnation means: imagining
Jesus socialized in a particular culture, at a time
foreign to us and in a language strange to us.

Companions in the Between
Historic heresies didn’t die or fade away. Each
generation boasts its own. Even while these
counterfeit teachings remain outside the accepted
bounds of Christianity, modern-day versions plague
churches.So how does a church leader or pastor
understand and deal with these age-old controversies
when they pop up in the congregation? In this book,
Roger Olson describes the curses but also gifts that
heresies bring the Church. While heresies can
occasionally correct a version of orthodoxy, they are
not simple confusions or misunderstandings about
impenetrable mysteries of divine revelation. Instead
they undermine the faith and are dangerous
distortions. The author describes major heresies and
how the church dealt with them, the players, and
what pastors can do to address these faith issues in
order to educate congregations about Jesus, God, and
salvation. Also included are questions for individual or
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group study. Also available - a Leader guide with DVD
in which Adam Hamilton hosts on-screen
conversations with Roger Olson (9781501806360)

Helping People Forgive
Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann has always
excelled at making the Bible approachable and
engaging. Drawn from a series of public conversations
with Brueggemann and his former student and
longtime friend Clover Reuter Beal, An On-Going
Imagination explores Brueggemann’s most influential
biblical-theological concepts and methods: Why
should we still bother with the Bible today? What is
the purpose of prayer, and what can it do for our
lives? How is keeping the Sabbath countercultural?
What does it mean to say that the God in the Bible is
“a God in recovery”? Intimate, provocative, and
challenging, An On-Going Imagination offers an
enlightening introduction to Brueggemann’s work for
readers who want to learn more and a way back into
the Bible for people who feel alienated from it by
those on the right and the left who claim to have it all
figured out. Brueggemann and Beal reawaken us to
the fascinating strangeness of biblical tradition and its
incredible power to help us imagine new ways of
seeing and being in the world.

Forgiveness
Anthony Bash offers new insights into forgiveness
from a biblical perspective, taking into account
important findings in philosophy, politi and
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psychology. The book explores what the Bible says
about forgiveness so that we can better experience
its regenerative and renewing effects. It also looks at
what the Bible says in the light of two thousand years
of thought about forgiveness. It does so in the belief
that, if forgiveness is to be meaningful, it must be
just.

Imagining Jesus in His Own Culture
Contemporary philosopher William Desmond has
many companions in thought, and one of the most
important of these is Augustine. In lucid prose that
draws on the riches of a vibrant philosophicaltheological tradition, Renee Kӧhler-Ryan explores
Desmond's metaxological philosophy. She elaborates
on how Desmond's philosophical work in discovering
how humans are constantly "between" remains in
conversation with a tradition of thinkers that includes
Plato, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and Shakespeare.
This book concentrates especially on how Desmond
both draws upon and develops some of the central
insights in Augustine. At the same time, it brings
together philosophy, theology, and literature into a
rich engagement of ideas that impact the way
humans think and live. Whether considering how our
elemental wonder at creation brings us closer to God,
or how our most intimate revelations about being
human happen in the interior space of prayer, reading
Desmond with Augustine illuminates a porous and
interdisciplinary space of inquiry. Companions in the
Between is a unique contribution to the growing body
of scholarship on William Desmond's thought. It opens
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with a foreword from Desmond. Its pages will entice
any reader who wants to know more about how
contemporary philosophy can contest a space where
philosophers are formulaically expected to shy away
from divine transcendence.

Reading Karl Barth
In the mid nineteenth century, Reformed churchmen
John Nevin and Philip Schaff launched a fierce attack
on the reigning subjectivist and rationalist
Protestantism of their day, giving birth to what is
known as the "Mercersburg Theology." Their attempt
to recover a high doctrine of the sacraments and the
visible Church, among other things, led them into
bitter controversy with Charles Hodge of Princeton
Seminary, as well as several other prominent
contemporaries. This book examines the contours of
the disagreement between Mercersburg and Hodge,
focusing on four loci in particular-Christology,
ecclesiology, sacramentology, and church history. W.
Bradford Littlejohn argues that, despite certain
weaknesses in their theological method, the
Mercersburg men offered a more robust and
historically grounded paradigm for the Reformed faith
than did Hodge. In the second part of the book,
Littlejohn explores the value of the Mercersburg
Theology as a bridgehead for ecumenical dialogue,
uncovering parallels between Nevin's thought and
prominent themes in Anglican, Catholic, and Orthodox
theology, as well as recent debates within Reformed
theology. This thorough study of one of the most
creative movements in American theology offers an
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alluring vision of the quest for Reformed catholicity
that is more relevant today than ever.

An On-Going Imagination
Born from traditional models of atonement and
modern feminist and liberation theology critiques of
these models, Deceiving the Devil provides a
contemporary understanding of the question of
human evil and the significance of the life and death
of Jesus.

The Kingdom of God
For religious communities to have integrity and
credibility they must flourish as places of love and
respect. Every aspect of church life is defined and
protected by essential boundaries: boundaries around
space, time, thought, speech, will, emotion, and
behavior--both for clergy and church members. Lack
of awareness and attention to boundary keeping
diminishes the integrity of the church and harms its
mission, whereas insight and vigilance about best
practices lend freedom and energy to the calling of
the church to care for others and to reach out to the
world. In a flourishing Christian community, a wide
array of boundaries must be recognized, celebrated,
and navigated--from the boundaries that define and
protect us as individual persons to role boundaries
and the boundaries that define essential communal
functions, such as worship. This book is no
conventional account of boundaries. It takes a
comprehensive approach to the challenge of
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understanding and creating healthy boundaries. It
applies the lessons from the emerging field of
behavioral ethics to the rich and rewarding
complexity of boundaries in church life, helping us to
be more loving and responsible in how we think,
speak, and act, so that the church can be true to its
identity and mission.

Our Strangely Warmed Hearts
What is phenomenology? That is precisely the
question this book seeks to answer. In an age of
information overload, complex topics must be
simplified to make them accessible to a wider
audience. Phenomenology: A Basic Introduction in the
Light of Jesus Christ not only presents the basic
building blocks of phenomenology, it also gives body
to voice by putting abstract ideas in contact with the
Word made flesh, Jesus of Nazareth. In five
manageable chapters, Donald Wallenfang introduces
major themes such as the natural attitude, givenness,
interpretation, paradox, and ethics. Each subject is
considered in how it applies to daily life and relates to
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Several biblical scenes are
tapped to harvest their sweet nectars of meaning
through phenomenology. At its limit, philosophy gives
way to the revelatory rationality of theology as
expressed by Jesus the phenomenologist.

Forgiveness and Christian Ethics
The question of God's relationship to evil is a longrunning one in the history of Christianity, and the
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term often deployed for this task has been theodicy.
The way theodicy has historically been pursued,
however, has been problematic on a number of
counts. Most significantly, these efforts have
generally been insufficiently theological. This work
hopes to subvert and reconfigure the theodical task in
a way that can be accessible to nonspecialists.
Overall, the book hopes to cast the "god" of theodicy
as the triune God of Christian confession, a move that
shapes and alters distinctly all that follows in what
has traditionally been considered a philosophical
matter.

Radical Love
A variety of views and nuances of covenant theology
exist within the Reformed church and the broader
evangelical world. This book seeks to explain
covenant theology as presented in the Westminster
Confession of Faith as a starting point for discussions
of covenant theology and as a foundation to evaluate
other views. Some variations of covenant theology
are minor and do not impact the system of doctrine of
Reformed theology, but other variations are major
and impact important doctrines associated with
justification by faith. Attention is also given to the
views of confessional Baptists, as well as those who
are evangelicals and operate with a covenantal
approach to Scripture. This book combines a
straightforward explanation of basic covenant
theology followed by more detailed analysis of other
views.
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Athanasius of Alexandria
In the last hundred and fifty years the kingdom of God
has emerged as one of the most important topics in
theology, New Testament studies, and the life of the
church. But what exactly is the kingdom of God? What
does it mean for the people of God and what does it
mean for how they live in the world? In The Kingdom
of God, part of the Biblical Theology for Life series,
Nicholas Perrin explores this dominant biblical
metaphor, one that is paradoxically the meta-center
and the mystery in Jesus' proclamation. After survey
interpretations by figures from Ritschl to N. T. Wright,
Perrin examines the "what, who, and how" questions
of the kingdom. In his sweepingly comprehensive
study, Perrin contends that the kingdom is
inaugurated in Jesus' earthly ministry, but its final
development awaits later events in history. In
between the times, however, the people of God are
called to participate in the reign of God by living out
the distinctly kingdom-ethic through hope,
forgiveness, love, and prayer. X

Jacques Ellul
This original essay will be of interest to all those
concerned with the inter-relationships between
theology and the Bible.

Phenomenology
Theological Theodicy
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What does it mean to forgive? The answer is widely
assumed to be self-evident but critical analysis
quickly reveals the complexities of the subject.
Forgiveness has traditionally been the preserve of
Christian theology, though in the last half century and at an accelerating pace - psychologists, lawyers,
politicians and moral philosophers have all been
making an important contribution to questions about
and our understanding of the subject. Anthony Bash
offers a vigorous restatement of the Christian view of
forgiveness in critical dialogue with those both within
and without the Christian tradition. Forgiveness is a
much more complicated subject than many
theologians recognize. Bash explores the relevance of
the theoretical discussion of the topic to recent
events such as the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in South Africa, post-Holocaust trials, the
aftermath of 9/11 and July 7 and various high-profile
criminal cases.

Theology and Science Fiction
What is the difference between a god and a powerful
alien? Can an android have a soul, or be considered a
person with rights? Can we imagine biblical stories
being retold in the distant future on planets far from
Earth? Whether your interest is in Christianity in the
future, or the Jedi in the present--and whether your
interest in the Jedi is focused on real-world adherents
or the fictional religion depicted on the silver
screen--this book will help you explore the
intersection between theology and science fiction
across a range of authors and stories, topics and
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questions. Throughout this volume, James McGrath
probes how science fiction explores theological
themes, and vice versa, making the case (in
conversation with some of your favorite stories, TV
shows, and movies) that the answers to humanity's
biggest questions are best sought by science fiction
and theology together as a collaborative effort.

Counterfeit Christianity
A guide to evil from a Christian point of view. In this
wide-ranging and concise study, philosopher Charles
Taliaferro explores: •the idea that evil is the
destruction or privation of what is good •sin •divine
commands •redemption from evil •hell and heaven
•the problem of evil •and the multiple ways Christians
seek to overcome evil with good.

The Mercersburg Theology and the Quest
for Reformed Catholicity
Knowing God? is an indictment of Protestant American
Christianity in its failure to follow Jesus of Nazareth.
Consumer Christianity is laid bare before the gospel
and found wanting. After exposing the superstition of
American Christianity, Hardin examines the gospel
narrative and demonstrates that a truly Jesus-oriented
approach must be non-sacrificial in all its ways. Like
Jeremiah, Kierkegaard, or the early Barth, Knowing
God? rings with a clarion call for followers of Jesus to
ask what the Christian life looks like and is all about.

The Only True God
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What does it mean to take the Bible seriously? This
introductory book explores how Scripture itself gives
us the resources to read it wisely. First, it looks at the
basic questions of reading in context--historical,
literary, and theological--and understanding the
significance of the two-testament structure of the
Christian Bible. Then it looks at how the Bible can
itself contribute to shaping a wise doctrine of
Scripture. Finally, it considers some of the many
hermeneutical perspectives that contribute to reading
the Bible wisely. New to this revised edition are
chapters addressing the significance of the Old
Testament, the performative function of Scripture,
and how reading Scripture actually helps form the
reader. The aim throughout is to explore key
questions critical to the task of reading the Bible
generously, constructively, and in a comprehensible
way, without oversimplifying core theological issues.

Diversity and Dominion
Athanasius of Alexandria, a famous theologian and
historical figure, is quoted by many but known by few.
His famous dictum, "For he became human that we
might be made god (theopoiēthōmen)" is explained
within the context of his theology and spirituality. The
Introduction familiarizes the reader with Athanasius's
writings and the historical context of his theology. The
reader will engage with the Athanasian language and
thought that shaped the Christian understanding of
the Trinity. The reader also takes a journey through
Athanasius's understanding of the human person,
created in the image of God and living the life of
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renewal. The Introduction aims to guide the reader to
a Christian theologian who had the courage to oppose
emperors and bishops, and to endure exiles and other
threats because of his unwavering theological
convictions.

Forgiveness in Practice
As a freshman in college, Rachel Murr found herself
trying to decide which campus social group to join:
the gay and lesbian advocacy group or the campus
Christian fellowship. She knew it couldn't be both. For
the next fifteen years she held onto the belief that
she couldn't be both gay and Christian. When the pain
involved in trying not to be lesbian called for a change
in theology, she came out to her evangelical church.
Conflict ensued. Unnatural is a collection of
stories--not only of the harm religiously-inspired
negative messages about homosexuality inflict, but
also of redemption. Rachel uses her own story as well
as personal interviews with ten other queer women
and one female-to-male transgender man to tell how
they were judged, lectured, kicked out of homes and
families, subjected to reparative therapies, and even
assaulted. Some faced homelessness, depression,
suicide attempts, and pervasive shame. Still, they
fought to keep their faith alive. Each demonstrated an
Unnatural ability to forgive, love, believe, advocate,
and heal.

Just Forgiveness
What is metaphysics? Metaphysics: A Basic
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Introduction in a Christian Key gives a simplified
answer to this daunting question. Born under the
shadow of the Parthenon by Aristotle and his
contemporaries, metaphysics eventually enjoyed its
heyday in the medieval era and is finding a
resurgence today in modernity. This book explores
the perennial question of being and its uptake in the
world of Christian theology. Donald Wallenfang leads
the reader through five navigable chapters that
feature the most basic themes of metaphysics: the
question of being, first principles, causality,
cosmology, and morality. The abstract tendencies of
metaphysics are brought down to earth with
reference to the gospel of Jesus and the relevance of
metaphysics for daily living. Altogether, the reader
will be inspired to think toward the whole by asking
questions that penetrate beneath the surface of
things. Beauty, truth, and goodness will be unveiled
to the degree that we accompany Jesus the
metaphysician along his itinerary of being given.

This is my body
Two parables that have become firmly lodged in
popular consciousness and affection are the parable
of the Good Samaritan and the parable of the Prodigal
Son. These simple but subversive tales have had a
significant impact historically on shaping the spiritual,
aesthetic, moral, and legal traditions of Western
civilization, and their capacity to inform debate on a
wide range of moral and social issues remains as
potent today as ever. Noting that both stories deal
with episodes of serious interpersonal offending, and
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both recount restorative responses on the part of the
leading characters, Compassionate Justice draws on
the insights of restorative justice theory, legal
philosophy, and social psychology to offer a fresh
reading of these two great parables. It also provides a
compelling analysis of how the priorities commended
by the parables are pertinent to the criminal justice
system today. The parables teach that the
conscientious cultivation of compassion is essential to
achieving true justice. Restorative justice strategies,
this book argues, provide a promising and practical
means of attaining to this goal of reconciling justice
with compassion.
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