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The Rise of Athens
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient Greek accounts of the tyrants and democracy in Athens *Includes a bibliography for
further reading "States are as the men are; they grow out of human characters. Like State, like man." - Plato, The Republic
Tyranny in ancient Greece was not a phenomenon limited to any particular period. Tyrants could be found in power
throughout Greece, ruling poleis from the 7th century B.C. right through to the 2nd century B.C., when Roman domination
effectively put an end to this form of government throughout the Hellenistic world. That said, the heyday of tyranny was
undoubtedly the 7th and 6th centuries B.C., and it is in this period, known as the "Age of Tyrants," that large numbers of
tyrannies arose, particularly in the Peloponnese. The "Age of Tyrants" ended on the Greek mainland with the expulsion of
the Peisistratidai in 510 B.C., but it continued in other parts of the Greek world, particularly in the Greek cities of Sicily,
where tyranny did not finally end until the removal of Dionysius II of Syracuse in 344 B.C. In Asia Minor, tyranny survived
the Persian conquest until the days of the Roman conquest. The governments of the majority of the Greek states in the
Archaic and Classical periods were in the hands of local aristocrats, and it is a modern preoccupation with the Athenian
democracy or Sparta's unique system that has tended to obscure this fact. Oligarchy was the norm, and political power
derived from wealth and birth. As the wealth of city states grew, so, too, did the number of citizens who, despite personal
wealth, found themselves outside the very limited aristocratic elite that conspired to maintain the political power of the few.
In today's modern world every political regime, even the most authoritarian or repressive, describes itself as democracy or
a Democratic People's Republic. The concept of rule by the people, on behalf of the people, has come to be accepted as the
norm, and very few would overtly espouse the cause of dictatorship, absolute monarchy or oligarchy as the most desirable
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political system upon which to base the government of any country. It is also generally accepted that democracy, as a
political ideology, began in Greece, specifically in Athens, in the 7th century B.C. and reached its zenith in the 5th century
under the leadership of Pericles. Dating an exact starting point is impossible, but at the beginning of the 7th century B.C.
Solon inaugurated a series of reforms that began the movement away from rule by individuals, or tyrants, and by the end of
that century the reforms of Cleisthenes provided the basis of the Athenian democratic system that culminated in the radical
institutions introduced by Ephialtes and Pericles in the 5th century. The result was the first, and possibly only, truly
participative democratic state. Ironically, between 322 B.C. and the 19th century, Athenian democracy was almost totally
forgotten. If there was any mention of democracy in Athens at all, it was in reference to so-called but largely mythical
notions of Solonian democracy as recorded in Plutarch's Life of Solon or Aristotle's Politics. At the beginning of the 19th
century, scholars such as August Boeckh began the evaluation and study of democratic Athenian institutions, and
inscriptions and the writings of Thucydides and Demosthenes, among others, were used to re-construct those democratic
bodies and to gain an understanding of their workings. Later in the century, academics, particularly George Grote, provided
new insights into the Athenian democratic processes, and today there is a much fuller understanding of what contributed to
Athenian political life. That said, the questions of how and why Athens came to develop the political system it did remain a
major area of academic contention.

Edinburgh Companion to the History of Democracy
This volume presents a wide range of literary and epigraphic sources on the history of the world's first democracy, offering
a comprehensive survey of the key themes and principles of Athenian democratic culture. Beginning with the mythical
origins of Athenian democracy under Theseus and describing the historical development of Athens' democratic institutions
through Solon's reforms to the birth of democracy under Cleisthenes, the book addresses the wider cultural and social
repercussions of the democratic system, concluding with a survey of Athenian democracy in the Hellenistic and Roman age.
All sources are presented in translation with full annotation and commentary and each chapter opens with an introduction
to provide background and direction for readers. Sources include material by Aristotle, Homer, Aristophanes, Herodotus,
Thucydides, Cicero, Tacitus and many others. The volume also includes an A-Z of key terms, an annotated bibliography with
suggestions for further reading in the primary sources as well as modern critical works on Athenian democracy, and a full
index.

Taken at the Flood
A history of the world's first democracy from its beginnings in Athens circa fifth century B.C. to its downfall 200 years later
The first democracy, established in ancient Greece more than 2,500 years ago, has served as the foundation for every
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democratic system of government instituted down the centuries. In this lively history, author Thomas N. Mitchell tells the
full and remarkable story of how a radical new political order was born out of the revolutionary movements that swept
through the Greek world in the seventh and sixth centuries B.C., how it took firm hold and evolved over the next two
hundred years, and how it was eventually undone by the invading Macedonian conquerors, a superior military power.
Mitchell's superb history addresses the most crucial issues surrounding this first paradigm of democratic governance,
including what initially inspired the political beliefs underpinning it, the ways the system succeeded and failed, how it
enabled both an empire and a cultural revolution that transformed the world of arts and philosophy, and the nature of the
Achilles heel that hastened the demise of Athenian democracy.

The Perpetual Immigrant and the Limits of Athenian Democracy
This elegant and provocative book is perhaps more important now than when it was first published. The three essays that
comprised the first edition developed a remarkable discourse between ancient Greek and modern conceptions of
democracy, in the belief that each society could help us understand the other. To the original three essays, Sir M. I. Finley
has added two that clarify and elaborate the thinking of the first edition. The two new essays, "Athenian Dialogues" and
"Censorship in Classical Antiquity" combine with "Leaders and Followers," "Democracy, Consensus, and the National
Interest," "Socrates and After" to make this book an unusual inquiry. Few contemporary writers are able to bring to the
subject the depth of learning and the persuasive power of language that Sir M. I. Finley brings.

Athenian Democracy
A history of the world’s first democracy from its beginnings in Athens circa fifth century B.C. to its downfall 200 years later.
The first democracy, established in ancient Greece more than 2,500 years ago, has served as the foundation for every
democratic system of government instituted down the centuries. In this lively history, author Thomas N. Mitchell tells the
full and remarkable story of how a radical new political order was born out of the revolutionary movements that swept
through the Greek world in the seventh and sixth centuries B.C., how it took firm hold and evolved over the next two
hundred years, and how it was eventually undone by the invading Macedonian conquerors, a superior military power.
Mitchell’s history addresses the most crucial issues surrounding this first paradigm of democratic governance, including
what initially inspired the political beliefs underpinning it, the ways the system succeeded and failed, how it enabled both
an empire and a cultural revolution that transformed the world of arts and philosophy, and the nature of the Achilles heel
that hastened the demise of Athenian democracy. “A clear, lively, and instructive account…. [Mitchell] has mastered the
latest scholarship in the field and put it to good use in interpreting the ancient sources and demonstrating its character and
importance in shaping democratic thought and institutions throughout the millennia.”—Donald Kagan, author of The
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Peloponnesian War “[Mitchell’s] close scholarship shines in documenting the transition of Athens from financially and
morally bankrupt oligarchy to emancipated democracy 2,500 years ago…with a commendable attention to detail that
beautifully captures the essence of ancient Greek culture and politics.”—Roslyn Fuller, Irish Times

Athens and Athenian Democracy
Studies all four branches of the Athenian armed forces to show how they helped make democratic Athens a superpower.

Athenian Legacies
"A balanced, high-quality analysis of the developing nature of Athenian political society and its relationship to 'democracy'
as a timeless concept."—Mark Munn, author of The School of History

Silence and Democracy
Traces key points in ancient Greek civilization, including the Persian Wars and the conquests of Alexander the Great.
Includes timeline.

Democracy's Beginning
Presents a history of the epic battles, the indomitable ships, and the men--from extraordinary leaders to seductive
rogues--who established Athens' supremacy, taking readers on a tour of the far-flung expeditions and detailing the legacy
of a forgotten maritime empire.

Ancient Greek Democracy
Democracy does not deliver on the things we have assumed are its natural outcomes. This, coupled with a growing sense of
malaise in both new and established democracies forms the basis to the assertion made by some, that these are not
democracies at all. Through considerable, impressive empirical analysis of a variety of voting methods, across twenty
different nations, Roslyn Fuller presents the data that makes this contention indisputable. Proving that the party which
forms the government rarely receives the majority of the popular vote, that electoral systems regularly produce
manufactured majorities and that the better funded side invariably wins such contests in both elections and referenda,
Fuller’s findings challenge the most fundamental elements of both national politics and broader society. Beast and Gods
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argues for a return to democracy as perceived by the ancient Athenians. Boldly arguing for the necessity of the Aristotelian
assumption that citizens are agents whose wishes and aims can be attained through participation in politics, and through
an examination of what “goods” are provided by democracy, Fuller offers a powerful challenge to the contemporary liberal
view that there are no "goods" in politics, only individual citizens seeking to fulfil their particular interests.

Peasant-Citizen and Slave
Argues that immigration politics is a central - but overlooked - object of inquiry in the democratic thought of classical
Athens. Thinkers criticized democracy's strategic investments in nativism, the shifting boundaries of citizenship, and the
precarious membership that a blood-based order effects for those eligible and ineligible to claim it.

What’s Wrong with Democracy?
The fifth century BC witnessed not only the emergence of one of the first democracies, but also the Persian and the
Peloponnesian Wars. John Thorley provides a concise analysis of the development and operation of Athenian democracy
against this backdrop. Taking into account both primary source material and the work of modern historians, Athenian
Democracy examines: * the prelude to democracy * how the democractic system emerged * how this system worked in
practice * the efficiency of this system of government * the success of Athenian democracy. Including a useful chronology
and blibliography, this second edition has been updated to take into account recent research.

First Democracy
Chronicles Rome's policies in the Greek East, which began as self-rule so that the Empire could focus on the Carthaginian
menace in the West, but later moved to more direct control several decades later.

Athenian Democracy at War
Constructs a distinctive view of classical Athens, a view which takes seriously the evidence of archaeology and of art
history.

Democracy
Athens' democracy developed during the sixth and fifth centuries and continued into the fourth; Athens' defeat by Macedon
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in 322 began a series of alternations between democracy and oligarchy. The democracy was inseparably bound up with the
ideals of liberty and equality, the rule of law, and the direct government of the people by the people. Liberty means above
all freedom of speech, the right to be heard in the public assembly and the right to speak one's mind in private. Equality
meant the equal right of male citizens (perhaps 60,000 in the fifth century, 30,000 in the fourth) to participate in the
government of the state and the administration of the law. Disapproved of as a mob rule until the nineteenth century, the
institutions of Athenian democracy have become an inspiration for modern democratic politics and political philosophy. P. J.
Rhodes's reader focuses on the political institutions, political activity, history, and nature of Athenian democracy and
introduces some of the best British, American, German, and French scholarship on its origins, theory, and practice. Part I is
devoted to political institutions: citizenship, the assembly, the law-courts, and capital punishment. Part II explores aspects
of political activity: the demagogues and their relationship with the assembly, the maneuverings of the politicians,
competitive festivals, and the separation of public from private life. Part III looks at three crucial points in the development
of the democracy: the reforms of Solon, Cleisthenes, and Ephialtes. Part IV considers what it was in Greek life that led to the
development of democracy. Some of the authors adopt broad-brush approaches to major questions; others analyze a
particular body of evidence in detail. Use is made of archeology, comparison with other societies, the location of festivals in
their civic context, and the need to penetrate behind what the classical Athenians made of their past.

Origins of Democracy in Ancient Greece
The controversial thesis at the center of this study is that, despite the importance of slavery in Athenian society, the most
distinctive characteristic of Athenian democracy was the unprecedented prominence it gave to free labor. Wood argues that
the emergence of the peasant as citizen, juridically and politically independent, accounts for much that is remarkable in
Athenian political institutions and culture. From a survey of historical writings of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
the focus of which distorted later debates, Wood goes on to take issue with influential arguments, such as those of G.E.M.
de Ste Croix, about the importance of slavery in agricultural production. The social, political and cultural influence of the
peasant-citizen is explored in a way which questions some of the most cherished conventions of Marxist and non-Marxist
historiography.

Democracy Against Liberalism
When does democracy work well, and why? Is democracy the best form of government? These questions are of supreme
importance today as the United States seeks to promote its democratic values abroad. Democracy and Knowledge is the
first book to look to ancient Athens to explain how and why directly democratic government by the people produces wealth,
power, and security. Combining a history of Athens with contemporary theories of collective action and rational choice
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developed by economists and political scientists, Josiah Ober examines Athenian democracy's unique contribution to the
ancient Greek city-state's remarkable success, and demonstrates the valuable lessons Athenian political practices hold for
us today. He argues that the key to Athens's success lay in how the city-state managed and organized the aggregation and
distribution of knowledge among its citizens. Ober explores the institutional contexts of democratic knowledge
management, including the use of social networks for collecting information, publicity for building common knowledge, and
open access for lowering transaction costs. He explains why a government's attempt to dam the flow of information makes
democracy stumble. Democratic participation and deliberation consume state resources and social energy. Yet as Ober
shows, the benefits of a well-designed democracy far outweigh its costs. Understanding how democracy can lead to
prosperity and security is among the most pressing political challenges of modern times. Democracy and Knowledge
reveals how ancient Greek politics can help us transcend the democratic dilemmas that confront the world today.

Athens on Trial
It should not surprise anyone that democracies can become dangerously illiberal; indeed, it was one of the classical
critiques of ancient democracies. Is the contemporary backlash against liberal democracy merely the same old story, or are
we witnessing something unprecedented? In this witty and engaging book, Aviezer Tucker argues that the contemporary
revival of authoritarian populism combines the historically familiar with new technologies to produce a highly unstable and
contagious new synthesis that threatens basic liberal norms, from freedom of the press to independent judiciaries. He
examines how the economic crisis blocked social mobility and thereby awakened the dark, dormant political passions
exploited by demagogues such as Orban and Trump. He argues that this slide towards ‘neo-illiberal democracy’ can be
countered if we hard-headedly restore a ‘liberalism without nostalgia’ which institutes policies that can dampen down
populist passions and strengthen liberal institutional barriers against them. Readers interested in current affairs, social
science, history, and political and social theory will find Aviezer Tucker’s original theoretical and historical analysis incisive,
innovative, and entertaining.

Ancient Greece
A magisterial account of how a tiny city-state in ancient Greece became history’s most influential civilization, from the
bestselling author of acclaimed biographies of Cicero, Augustus, and Hadrian Filled with tales of adventure and astounding
reversals of fortune, The Rise of Athens celebrates the city-state that transformed the world—from the democratic
revolution that marked its beginning, through the city’s political and cultural golden age, to its decline into the ancient
equivalent of a modern-day university town. Anthony Everitt constructs his history with unforgettable portraits of the
talented, tricky, ambitious, and unscrupulous Athenians who fueled the city’s rise: Themistocles, the brilliant naval
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strategist who led the Greeks to a decisive victory over their Persian enemies; Pericles, arguably the greatest Athenian
statesman of them all; and the wily Alcibiades, who changed his political allegiance several times during the course of the
Peloponnesian War—and died in a hail of assassins’ arrows. Here also are riveting you-are-there accounts of the milestone
battles that defined the Hellenic world: Thermopylae, Marathon, and Salamis among them. An unparalleled storyteller,
Everitt combines erudite, thoughtful historical analysis with stirring narrative set pieces that capture the colorful, dramatic,
and exciting world of ancient Greece. Although the history of Athens is less well known than that of other world empires, the
city-state’s allure would inspire Alexander the Great, the Romans, and even America’s own Founding Fathers. It’s fair to say
that the Athenians made possible the world in which we live today. In this peerless new work, Anthony Everitt breathes
vivid life into this most ancient story. Praise for The Rise of Athens “[An] invaluable history of a foundational civilization . . .
combining impressive scholarship with involving narration.”—Booklist “Compelling . . . a comprehensive and entertaining
account of one of the most transformative societies in Western history . . . Everitt recounts the high points of Greek history
with flair and aplomb.”—Shelf Awareness “Highly readable . . . Everitt keeps the action moving.”—Kirkus Reviews Praise for
Anthony Everitt’s The Rise of Rome “Rome’s history abounds with remarkable figures. . . . Everitt writes for the informed
and the uninformed general reader alike, in a brisk, conversational style, with a modern attitude of skepticism and
realism.”—The Dallas Morning News “[A] lively and readable account . . . Roman history has an uncanny ability to resonate
with contemporary events.”—Maclean’s “Elegant, swift and faultless as an introduction to his subject.”—The Spectator “An
engrossing history of a relentlessly pugnacious city’s 500-year rise to empire.”—Kirkus Reviews “Fascinating history and a
great read.”—Chicago Sun-Times

The Classical Athenian Democracy
How do communities survive catastrophe? Using classical Athens as its case study, this book argues that if a democratic
community is to survive over time, its people must choose to go on together. That choice often entails hardship and hard
bargains. In good times, going on together presents few difficulties. But in the face of loss, disruption, and civil war, it
requires tragic sacrifices and agonizing compromises. Athenian Legacies demonstrates with flair and verve how the people
of one influential political community rebuilt their democratic government, rewove their social fabric, and, through thick and
thin, went on together. The book's essays address amnesty, civic education, and institutional innovation in early Athens, a
city that built and lost an empire while experiencing plague, war, economic trauma, and civil conflict. As Ober vividly
demonstrates, Athenians became adept at collective survival. They conjoined a cultural commitment to government by the
people with new institutions that captured the social and technical knowledge of a diverse population to recover from
revolution, foreign occupation, and the ravages of war. Ober provides insight into notorious instances of Athenian injustice,
explaining why slaves, women, and foreign residents willingly risked their lives to support a regime in which they were
systematically mistreated. He answers the question of why Socrates never left a city he said was badly governed. At a time
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when social scientists debate the cultural grounding necessary to foster democracy, Athenian Legacies advances new
arguments about the role of diversity and the relevance of shared understanding of the past in creating democracies that
flourish when the going gets rough.

Nomos and the Beginnings of the Athenian Democracy
This book invites readers to join in a fresh and extensive investigation of one of Ancient Greece’s greatest inventions:
democratic government. Provides an accessible, up-to-date survey of vital issues in Greek democracy. Covers democracy’s
origins, growth and essential nature. Raises questions of continuing interest. Combines ancient texts in translation and
recent scholarly articles. Invites the reader into a process of historical investigation. Contains maps, a glossary and an
index.

Democracy beyond Athens
Democracy Ancient and Modern
Education, Liberal Democracy and Populism: Arguments from Plato, Locke, Rousseau and Mill provides a lucid and critical
guide shedding light on the continuing relevance of earlier thinkers to the debates between populists and liberals about the
nature of education in democratic societies. The book discusses the relationship Rousseau and Plato posited between
education and society, and contrasts their work with the development of liberal thinking about education from John Locke,
and John Stuart Mill’s arguments for the importance of education to representative democracy. It explores some of the roots
of populism and offer a broader perspective from which to assess the questions which populists pose and the answers
which liberals offer. The book makes a substantial contribution to the current debate about democracy, by emphasising the
central importance of education to political thought and practice, and suggests that only an education system based on
liberal democratic principles can offer the possibility of a genuinely free society. This book is ideal reading for researchers
and post-graduate students in education, politics, philosophy and history. It will also be of great interest to Educational
practitioners and policy makers.

Pericles of Athens
Athenian Democracy
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What was ancient democracy like? Why did it spread in ancient Greece? An astonishing number of volumes have been
devoted to the well-attested Athenian case, while non-Athenian democracy - for which evidence is harder to come by - has
received only fleeting attention. Nevertheless, there exists a scattered body of ancient material regarding democracy
beyond Athens, from ancient literary authors and epigraphic documents to archaeological evidence, out of which one can
build an understanding of the phenomenon. This book presents a detailed study of ancient Greek democracy in the
Classical period (480–323 BC), focusing on examples outside Athens. It has three main goals: to identify where and when
democratic governments established themselves in ancient Greek city-states; to explain why democracy spread to many
parts of Greece in this period; and to further our understanding of the nature of ancient democracy by studying its practices
beyond Athens.

Athens
Americans have an unwavering faith in democracy and are ever eager to import it to nations around the world. But how
democratic is our own "democracy"? If you can vote, if the majority rules, if you have elected representatives--does this
automatically mean that you have a democracy? In this eye-opening look at an ideal that we all take for granted, classical
scholar Paul Woodruff offers some surprising answers to these questions. Drawing on classical literature, philosophy, and
history--with many intriguing passages from Sophocles, Aesop, and Plato, among others--Woodruff immerses us in the world
of ancient Athens to uncover how the democratic impulse first came to life. The heart of the book isolates seven conditions
that are the sine qua non of democracy: freedom from tyranny , harmony, the rule of law, natural equality, citizen wisdom,
reasoning without knowledge, and general education. He concludes that a true democracy must be willing to invite
everyone to join in government. It must respect the rule of law so strongly that even the government is not above the law.
True democracy must be mature enough to accept changes that come from the people. And it must be willing to pay the
price of education for thoughtful citizenship. If we learn anything from the story of Athens, Woodruff concludes, it should be
this--never lose sight of the ideals of democracy. This compact, eloquent book illuminates these ideals and lights the way as
we struggle to keep democracy alive at home and around the world.

Athenian Democracy: A Sourcebook
In Race and Citizen Identity in the Classical Athenian Democracy, Susan Lape demonstrates how a race ideology grounded
citizen identity. Although this ideology did not manifest itself in a fully developed race myth, its study offers insight into the
causes and conditions that can give rise to race and racisms in both modern and pre-modern cultures. In the Athenian
context, racial citizenship emerged because it both defined and justified those who were entitled to share in the political,
symbolic, and socioeconomic goods of Athenian citizenship. By investigating Athenian law, drama, and citizenship practices,
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this study shows how citizen identity worked in practice to consolidate national unity and to account for past Athenian
achievements. It also considers how Athenian identity narratives fuelled Herodotus' and Thucydides' understanding of
history and causation.

Democracy's Beginning
This book offers a general survey of classical Athenian democracy based on the most recent historical and archaeological
evidence available. It is principally concerned with the fully-developed democracy of the post-Ephialtic period.

Pericles Of Athens And The Birth Of Democracy
A new history of the world’s most embattled idea Today, democracy is the world’s only broadly accepted political system,
and yet it has become synonymous with disappointment and crisis. How did it come to this? In Can Democracy Work? James
Miller, the author of the classic history of 1960s protest Democracy Is in the Streets, offers a lively, surprising, and urgent
history of the democratic idea from its first stirrings to the present. As he shows, democracy has always been rife with inner
tensions. The ancient Greeks preferred to choose leaders by lottery and regarded elections as inherently corrupt and
undemocratic. The French revolutionaries sought to incarnate the popular will, but many of them came to see the people as
the enemy. And in the United States, the franchise would be extended to some even as it was taken from others. Amid the
wars and revolutions of the twentieth century, communists, liberals, and nationalists all sought to claim the ideals of
democracy for themselves—even as they manifestly failed to realize them. Ranging from the theaters of Athens to the tents
of Occupy Wall Street, Can Democracy Work? is an entertaining and insightful guide to our most cherished—and
vexed—ideal.

Race and Citizen Identity in the Classical Athenian Democracy
Pericles has the rare distinction of giving his name to an entire period of history, embodying what has often been taken as
the golden age of the ancient Greek world. “Periclean” Athens witnessed tumultuous political and military events, and
achievements of the highest order in philosophy, drama, poetry, oratory, and architecture. Pericles of Athens is the first
book in decades to reassess the life and legacy of one of the greatest generals, orators, and statesmen of the classical
world. In this compelling critical biography, Vincent Azoulay takes a fresh look at both the classical and modern reception of
Pericles, recognizing his achievements as well as his failings. From Thucydides and Plutarch to Voltaire and Hegel, ancient
and modern authors have questioned Pericles’s relationship with democracy and Athenian society. This is the enigma that
Azoulay investigates in this groundbreaking book. Pericles of Athens offers a balanced look at the complex life and afterlife
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of the legendary “first citizen of Athens.”

Democracy and Knowledge
In this daring reassessment of classical Athenian democracy & its significance for the United States today, Samons firstly
shows why the Athenian model was distrusted by America's founding father, before considering how the concept of
democracy has now become an object of popular veneration.

Athenian Democracy
A history of the world's first democracy from its beginnings in Athens circa fifth century B.C. to its downfall 200 years later
The first democracy, established in ancient Greece more than 2,500 years ago, has served as the foundation for every
democratic system of government instituted down the centuries. In this lively history, author Thomas N. Mitchell tells the
full and remarkable story of how a radical new political order was born out of the revolutionary movements that swept
through the Greek world in the seventh and sixth centuries B.C., how it took firm hold and evolved over the next two
hundred years, and how it was eventually undone by the invading Macedonian conquerors, a superior military power.
Mitchell's superb history addresses the most crucial issues surrounding this first paradigm of democratic governance,
including what initially inspired the political beliefs underpinning it, the ways the system succeeded and failed, how it
enabled both an empire and a cultural revolution that transformed the world of arts and philosophy, and the nature of the
Achilles heel that hastened the demise of Athenian democracy.

Lords of the Sea
"Kagan, faithful to his lifelong fascination with Pericles . . . gives us an accessible and invaluable account of his life and
deeds."--Allan Bloom, author of "The Closing of the American Mind."

Democracy, Federalism, the European Revolution, and Global Governance
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of Athenian democracy by Aristotle, Plutarch, and others *Includes footnotes,
online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents In today's modern world every political
regime, even the most authoritarian or repressive, describes itself as democracy or a Democratic People's Republic. The
concept of rule by the people, on behalf of the people, has come to be accepted as the norm, and very few would overtly
espouse the cause of dictatorship, absolute monarchy or oligarchy as the most desirable political system upon which to
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base the government of any country. It is also generally accepted that democracy, as a political ideology, began in Greece,
specifically in Athens, in the 7th century B.C. and reached its zenith in the 5th century under the leadership of Pericles.
Dating an exact starting point is impossible, but at the beginning of the 7th century B.C. Solon inaugurated a series of
reforms that began the movement away from rule by individuals, or tyrants, and by the end of that century the reforms of
Cleisthenes provided the basis of the Athenian democratic system that culminated in the radical institutions introduced by
Ephialtes and Pericles in the 5th century. The result was the first, and possibly only, truly participative democratic state. Of
course, not every inhabitant of Athens enjoyed the right to vote. Only full citizens could do that, and they represented
approximately 30% of Athens's male population, numbering between 30,000 and 60,000 during Athens' Golden Age and
declining rapidly throughout the Peoloponnesian War. The remainder was made up of metics and slaves, who vastly
outnumbered free citizens and, indeed, almost all other slave populations in Hellas, a fact which the Athenians often
conveniently chose to forget when singing the praises of their democracy. There is a very strong indication that foreign
chattel slaves were an utter necessity to Athens' economy, and though they did not serve as fleet rowers as they would
have done in Rome, they still carried out the myriad of unpleasant and demeaning jobs which allowed Athenian citizens the
free time to actively participate in the city's politics. In many ways, without slaves, there would have been no democracy in
Athens. Women also had vastly inferior rights in Athens than those of many other poleis (chiefly Sparta), and were virtually
regarded as the property of their fathers, brothers and husbands. Women enjoyed no political rights and precious few legal
ones, they were forced into arranged marriages at an extremely young age, and they were even fed differently from their
brothers while growing up, leading to an average mortality age that was extremely lower than that of men of comparable
social class. Ironically, between 322 B.C. and the 19th century, Athenian democracy was almost totally forgotten. If there
was any mention of democracy in Athens at all, it was in reference to so-called but largely mythical notions of Solonian
democracy as recorded in Plutarch's Life of Solon or Aristotle's Politics. At the beginning of the 19th century, scholars such
as August Boeckh began the evaluation and study of democratic Athenian institutions, and inscriptions and the writings of
Thucydides and Demosthenes, among others, were used to re-construct those democratic bodies and to gain an
understanding of their workings. Later in the century, academics, particularly George Grote, provided new insights into the
Athenian democratic processes, and today there is a much fuller understanding of what contributed to Athenian political
life. That said, the questions of how and why Athens came to develop the political system it did remain a major area of
academic contention. Athenian Democracy: The History of the World's First Democracy in Ancient Athens looks at the
history of the democratic government Athens formed, as well as its legacy.

Beasts and Gods
Re-examines the long and complex history of democracy and broadens the traditional view of this history by
complementing it with examples from unexplored or under-examined quarters.
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Tyranny and Democracy in Ancient Greece
The 2,500 year story of democracy: how it has survived, how it has been practised, and how it has been imagined, from
ancient Greece to the twenty-first century.

Ancient and Modern Democracy
The Classical Athenians were the first to articulate and implement the notion that ordinary citizens of no particular affluence
or education could make responsible political decisions. For this reason, reactions to Athenian democracy have long
provided a prime Rorschach test for political thought. Whether praising Athens's government as the legitimizing ancestor of
modern democracies or condemning it as mob rule, commentators throughout history have revealed much about their own
notions of politics and society. In this book, Jennifer Roberts charts responses to Athenian democracy from Athens itself
through the twentieth century, exploring a debate that touches upon historiography, ethics, political science, anthropology,
sociology, philosophy, gender studies, and educational theory.

Can Democracy Work?
The role of elites vis-&à-vis the mass public in the construction and successful functioning of democracy has long been of
central interest to political theorists. In Silence and Democracy, John Zumbrunnen explores this theme in Thucydides&’
famous history of the Peloponnesian War as a way of focusing our thoughts about this relationship in our own modern
democracy. In Periclean Athens, according to Thucydides, &“what was in name a democracy became in actuality rule by the
first man.&” This political transformation of Athenian political life raises the question of how to interpret the silence of the
demos. Zumbrunnen distinguishes the &“silence of contending voices&” from the &“collective silence of the demos,&” and
finds the latter the more difficult and intriguing problem. It is in the complex interplay of silence, speech, and action that
Zumbrunnen teases out the meaning of democracy for Thucydides in both its domestic and international dimensions and
shows how we may benefit from the Thucydidean text in thinking about the ways in which the silence of ordinary citizens
can enable the domineering machinations of political elites in America and elsewhere today.

Athenian Democracy
Ancient and Modern Democracy is a comprehensive account of Athenian democracy as a subject of criticism, admiration
and scholarly debate for 2,500 years, covering the features of Athenian democracy, its importance for the English,
American and French revolutions and for the debates on democracy and political liberty from the nineteenth century to the
Page 14/16

Read PDF Democracys Beginning The Athenian Story
present. Discussions were always in the context of contemporary constitutional problems. Time and again they made a
connection with a long-established tradition, involving both dialogue with ancient sources and with earlier phases of the
reception of Antiquity. They refer either to a common cultural legacy or to specific national traditions; they often involve a
mixture of political and scholarly arguments. This book elucidates the complexity of considering and constructing systems
of popular self-rule.

Education, Liberal Democracy and Populism
The European Union is facing today the greatest crisis since its creation. Brexit could mean not only the reversal of its
steady enlargement—from 6 to 28 member states—but also the beginning of an inexorable decline leading to its
disintegration. However, few today seem to recollect that it was precisely the British who were the first to promulgate the
political culture which inspired the European Union’s construction—democracy and federalism—and the first who tried to
realise, in June 1940, a European federation on the basis of an Anglo-French union. This volume traces the fundamental
stages of the European unification process, placing it in relation to the wider process of world economic and political
integration. In particular, it analyses the historical significance of the European Revolution, which is identified in the
overcoming of the nation state—namely the modern political formula which institutionalised the political division of
mankind—and the birth of the first truly international state. The universal historical significance of the European Revolution
lies in its exportability—as for the other great European revolutions—and, therefore, its potential as progressively extensible
to all the states of the planet. Europe was indeed the first region of the world where the barriers between national states
fell, and a post-national political identity emerged, complementary to national political identities. It is, in fact, in the context
of the European Union that democracy beyond the borders of the nation state has first been realized, constituting a guiding
principle for global governance.
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