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Fireforce
In the years leading up to Rhodesia's Unilateral
Declaration of Independence in 1965, its small and
transient white population was balanced precariously
atop a large and fast-growing African population. This
unstable political demography was set against the
backdrop of continent-wide decolonisation and a
parallel rise in African nationalism within Rhodesia.
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"The Collapse of Rhodesia" provides a controversial
reexamination of the final decades of white minority
rule. Josiah Brownell argues that racial population
demographics and the pressures they produced were
a pervasive, but hidden, force behind many of
Rhodesia's most dramatic political events, including
UDI. He concludes that the UDI rebellion eventually
failed because the state was unable to successfully
redress white Rhodesia's fundamental demographic
weaknesses. By addressing this vital demographic
component of the multifaceted conflict, this book is
an important contribution to the historiography of the
last years of white rule in Rhodesia.

The Great Betrayal
This searing account primarily covers Ed Bird's
Special Branch (SB) service in the Beitbridge area of
southern Matabeleland, 1976-1980, encompassing
Operations Repulse and Tangent of the bitter
Rhodesian 'bush war'. Joining the British South Africa
Police (BSAP) in 1964, Bird cut his teeth on Selous
Scouts 'pseudo' operations during Operation
Hurricane in 1974-1976, so was well equipped to deal
with the insidious escalation of the ZANLA and ZIPRA
campaigns in the south of the country. A meticulous
recorder, Bird implemented and maintained the
Beitbridge SB incident log, and it is this diary of terror
and death upon which Bird's account hangs,
interspersed with detailed accounts of fire fights,
ambushes, landmine blasts, ZANLA executions,
traitors and assassinations, SB 'dirty tricks' and
'turning' terrorists. Although first and foremost an
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intelligence-gatherer, Bird thrived on combat and
against all protocol inveigled his way onto Fire Force
operations and as an air mobile MAG machine-gunner
on converted Police Reserve Air Wing aircraft.
Decorated for bravery but overlooked for promotion,
Bird's BSAP career became victim to spurious political
expedience.

The Rhodesian War
p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 12.0px
'Times New Roman'} Contributing to the debate about
the role of airpower in guerrilla warfare, this book
evaluates the development of the Rhodesian Air Force
during the Second Chimurenga or Bush War
(1966-1979). Airpower in irregular conflict is primarily
effective at the tactical level because guerrilla
warfare is not a purely military conflict. The
Rhodesian Air Force was deployed in a war-winning
versus a supporting role as a result of the shortage of
manpower to deal with insurgency, and almost all
units of the Rhodesian Security Forces depended on
its tactical effectiveness. Technical challenges faced
by the Air Force, combined with the rate of guerrilla
infiltration and the misuse of airpower to bomb
guerrilla bases in neighboring countries--some of
them filled with untrained civilians--largely negated
the success of airpower.

War in the Air
It has been over three decades since the Union Jack
was lowered on the colony of Rhodesia, but the bitter
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and divisive civil war that preceded it has continued
to endure as a textbook counterinsurgency campaign
fought between a mobile, motivated and highly
trained Rhodesian security establishment and two
constituted liberations movements motivated,
resourced and inspired by the ideals of communist
revolution in the third world. A complicated historical
process of occupation and colonization set the tone as
early as the late 1890s for what would at some point
be an inevitable struggle for domination of this small,
landlocked nation set in the southern tropics of Africa.
The story of the Rhodesian War, or the Zimbabwean
Liberation Struggle, is not only an epic of superb
military achievement, and revolutionary zeal and
fervor, but is the tale of the incompatibility of the
races in southern Africa, a clash of politics and ideals
and, perhaps more importantly, the ongoing
ramifications of the past upon the present, and the
social and political scars that a war of such emotional
underpinnings as the Rhodesian conflict has had on
the modern psyche of Zimbabwe. The Rhodesian War
was fought with finely tuned intelligence-gathering
and -analysis techniques combined with a fluid and
mobile armed response. The practitioners of both
have justifiably been celebrated in countless histories,
memoirs and campaign analyses, but what has never
been attempted has been a concise, balanced and
explanatory overview of the war, the military
mechanisms and the social and political foundations
that defined the crisis. This book does all of that. The
Rhodesian War is explained in digestible detail and in
a manner that will allow enthusiasts of the elements
of that struggle - the iconic exploits of the Rhodesian
Light Infantry, the SAS, the Selous Scouts, the
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Rhodesian African Rifles, the Rhodesia Regiment,
among other well-known fighting units - to embrace
the wider picture in order to place the various
episodes in context

Rhodesians Worldwide
Silver Cross recipient, Mike Borlace is considered to
be one of the most experienced combat helicopter
pilots of recent times. Now he collates his experiences
in this compelling wartime memoir set against the
backdrop of the civil war fought in Rhodesia during
the 1970s.

Zambezi Valley Insurgency
Startling in its innovation and daringly suicidal,
Operation Dingo was not only the Fireforce concept
writ large but the prototype for all the major
Rhodesian airborne attacks on the external bases of
Rhodesian African nationalist insurgents in the
neighbouring territories of Mozambique and Zambia
until such operations ceased in late 1979.Fireforce as
a military concept is a 'vertical envelopment' of the
enemy (first practised by SAS paratroopers in
Mozambique in 1973), with the 20mm cannon being
the principle weapon of attack, mounted in an
Alouette III K-Car ('Killer car'), flown by the air force
commander, with the army commander on board
directing his ground troops deployed from G-Cars
(Alouette III troop-carrying gunships and latterly Bell
'Hueys' in 1979) and parachuted from DC-3 Dakotas.
In support would be propeller-driven ground-attack
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aircraft and on call would be Canberra bombers,
Hawker Hunter and Vampire jets.On 23 November
1977, the Rhodesian Air Force and 184 SAS and RLI
paratroopers attacked 10,000 ZANLA cadres based at
'New Farm', Chimoio, 90 kilometres inside
Mozambique. Two days later, the same force attacked
4,000 guerrillas at Tembué, another ZANLA base, over
200 kilometres inside Mozambique, north of Tete on
the Zambezi River. Estimates of ZANLA losses vary
wildly; however, a figure exceeding 6,000 casualties
is realistic. The Rhodesians suffered two dead, eight
wounded and lost one aircraft. It would produce the
biggest SAS-led external battle of the Rhodesian bush
war.

Congo Unravelled
A Brutal State of Affairs
Intended as a work of reference, this critical
bibliography is a description of the historical records
published by, or in the name of, all the military, paramilitary and police forces which served the British
Empire and Commonwealth. It is based upon
information received from 200 contributors and from
contacts with 78 military libraries worldwide. It gives
a listing of all such books, for all of the dominions,
colonies, protectorates and mandated territories, from
the time of Robert Clive's India through to 1993.

Biafra
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This is a unique account of one man's service in the
Rhodesian Air Force, spanning a period of twentythree years from 1957 to 1980 -- through the
politically turbulent years of Federation; the Unilateral
Declaration of Independence (U.D.I.) by Ian Smith's
government in 1965 and thirteen years of relentless,
uncompromising bush warfare against the neverending tide of Robert Mugabe's and Joshua Nkomo's
ZANLA and ZIPRA guerrillas. In a gruelling conflict that
permitted no quarter, the Rhodesian Air Force
(Rh.A.F.) fast became one of the Rhodesian Defence
Force's most lethal and effective counter-insurgency
organs. In pre-emptive bombing strikes against
enemy camps in Mozambique, Zambia and as far
afield as Tanzania; in its integral role as a troopcarrier and airborne strike force in 'fireforce'
operations; in working closely with such specialist
units as the Selous Scouts, the SAS, the RLI and the
RAR -- the Rhodesian Air Force was never far from the
action and in no small way responsible for the
astonishing military successes against a vastly
numerically superior army. This all in spite of the
international sanctions against Rhodesia, which
ordinarily would have brought a nation's armed forces
to its knees. However, forced by circumstances, the
Rh.A.F. was obliged to maximise usage of its ageing
fleet of fighter-bombers, transports and helicopters
and to resort to innovative techniques in terms of
tactics and weapons systems, many of which were
later adopted by the South African Air Force in its own
counter-insurgency operations in Angola and Namibia
in the '80s.
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Operation Lighthouse
Secondly I examine how home - both as a mundanely
organized sphere of everyday lives and as an idea of
belonging - is culturally configured, and analyze how
and if homes travel in diaspora. In the final
ethnographic section I focus on commemorative
practices. I first analyze how food and culturally
specific festive occasions of commensality are
connected to social and sensual memory, considering
the unique ways in which food acts as a mnemonic
trigger in a diaspora community. The second example
concerns the celebration of a centenary of Rhodesia
in 1990. Through this case I describe how the
mnemonic power of commemoration rests on the fact
that culturally meaningful experiences are bodily reenacted. I show how habitual memory connected to
performance is one example of how memory gets
passed-on in non-textual ways.

A Pride of Eagles
The Routledge Handbook of the Global
Sixties
The horror of guerrilla warfare in Africa Fireforce is
the compelling, brutal but true account of Chris
Cocks's service in 3 Commando, The Rhodesian Light
Infantry, during Zimbabwe's bitter civil war of the
'70s—a war that came to be known almost
innocuously as 'the bush war'. 'Fireforce', a tactic of
total airborne envelopment, was developed and
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perfected by the RLI, together with the Selous Scouts
and the Rhodesian Air Force. Fireforce became the
principal strike weapon of the beleaguered Rhodesian
forces in their struggle against the overwhelming tide
of the Communist-trained and -equipped ZANLA and
ZIPRA guerrillas. The combat strain on a fighting
soldier was almost unbelievable, for the Rhodesians,
who were always desperately short of ground troops,
were sometimes obliged to parachute the same men
into action into as many as three enemy contacts a
day. While estimates of enemy casualties vary, there
seems little doubt that the RLI accounted for at least
12,000 ZANLA and ZIPRA guerrillas—but not without
cost. Fireforce is not for the squeamish. Although it
has been written with unforgettable pathos and
humour, it tells of face-to-face combat in the bush
and death at point-blank range. It is a book which
does nothing to glorify or glamorize war, for as Chris
Cocks found at such a young age, war is merely a
catalogue of suffering, destruction and death.
Fireforce has been described by critics as being to the
Rhodesian War what All Quiet On The Western Front
was to World War I and Dispatches was to Vietnam.
Read it it will be an experience you never forget. Chris
Cocks lives in Johannesburg. This is the fourth edition
of Fireforce. He is a partner in the South African
Publishing house, 30° South Publishers. Cocks is also
the author of Out of Action and co-author of The
Saints—The Rhodesian Light Infantry.

The Rhodesian Civil War (1966-1979)
This book tells the story of how White Rhodesians,
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three-quarters of whom were ill-prepared for
revolutionary change, reacted to the 'terrorist' war
and the onset of black rule in the 1970s.

Echoes of an African War
" only the poets of the First World War have captured
so compellingly the many moods of the young
soldiers" --Prof Marcia Leveson (President English
Academy of Southern Africa) The soldier poet of
southern Africa matches his haunting poetry with
authentic photos, paintings and sketches to tell the
story of the Rhodesian bush war. Echoes of an African
War follows the story of the teenaged army recruit
who exchanged his home and his family for the world
of barrack life. It sketches the years, until 1973, when
a low-intensity war allowed a young man to explore
the African bush. The story then bursts into the late
1970s when the conflict escalated into a vicious civil
war. It covers the war's end, in 1980, and the
subsequent readjustment to civilian life before
finishing, in 1999, when, as a mature man, he looks
back and remembers events that are now history.
Most important of all, this work imparts to his children
what it looked like to have been been a soldier in
Rhodesia's war. Chas Lotter has perfected the magic
art of combining pathos and eeriness. His
observations are canny and surgically precise as he
gradually unfolds his story. Chas Lotter, the soldier
poet of the Rhodesian war, had an unusual
apprenticeship in the craft of poetry. Life began for
him in Germiston, South Africa in 1949. His family
moved to Rhodesia in 1953 and it was there that he
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grew up on farms in the Bindura and Gatooma
(Kadoma) areas. He moved to Salisbury (Harare) in
1974 where he met his wife, Avril. As a field medic,
Sergeant Lotter served for nine years with frontline
units of the Rhodesian Army. It was these years of
action, emotion and savage experience that fuelled
the poet's fire in him. He started writing poetry "on
the backs of cigarette boxes" in an attempt to deal
with the realities of the war. From such humble
beginnings emerged a series of vivid pictures of an
African nation at war. Lotter's work was first published
in Peter Badcock's volume, Shadows of War.
Subsequently, he collaborated with Badcock on
another successful work, Faces of War. In 1984, he
published his highly acclaimed Rhodesian Soldier that
blends photographs and verse to form a wide-ranging
monograph of the Rhodesian war. His work has
earned him membership of the English Academy of
Southern Africa and his poetry has been published
around the world. He lives in Pretoria, South Africa.

Selous Scouts
"Its members consisted of some of the finest guerrillafighting men in the western world, unconventional in
many ways, disregardful of parade-ground discipline,
unorthodox in their dress, yet a force so tightly knit in
the face of danger that those who knew anything
about them could only marvel" - The Citizen. Formed
in 1973 by the legendary Lieutenant-Colonel Ron ReidDaly at the behest of Rhodesian military supremo
General Peter Walls, the Selous Scouts were to write
their name into the annals of military history as one of
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the finest counterinsurgency units of all time, through
their innovative pseudo-guerrilla tactics, brilliant
reconnaissance operations into Zambia and Botswana
and daring flying-column raids into Mozambique.
Feared and hated by the liberation movements ZIPRA
and ZANLA, the Scouts wreaked untold havoc and
destruction on their Soviet- and Chinese-backed
enemies, accounting for 68% of guerrilla casualties
within Rhodesia alone during the bitter bush war of
the 1970s. Uniquely ahead of its time, the regimen - a
brotherhood of men that traversed cultural and racial
barriers; their Shona motto was 'Pamwe Chete'
(together only) - was to produce the type of soldier
that earned for the unit one Grand Cross of Valour,
nine Silver Crosses and 22 Bronze Crosses of
Rhodesia.

Counter-Insurgency in Rhodesia (RLE:
Terrorism and Insurgency)
This is the story of military aviation in Rhodesia from
the romantic days of 'bush' flying in the 1920s and
'30s-when aircraft were refueled from jerrycans and
landing grounds were often the local golf course-to
the disbandment of the Rhodesian Air Force (RhAF) on
Zimbabwean independence in 1980. In 1939 the tiny
Royal Rhodesian Air Force (RRAF) became the first to
take up battle stations even before the outbreak of
the Second World War. The three Rhodesian
squadrons served with distinction in East Africa, the
Western Desert, Italy and Western Europe. At home
Rhodesia became a vast training ground for airmen
from across the Empire-from Britain, the
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Commonwealth and even Greece. After the war,
Rhodesia, on a negligible budget, rebuilt its air force,
equipping it with Ansons, Spitfires, Vampires,
Canberras, Hunters and Alouettes. Following UDI, the
unilateral declaration of independence from Britain in
1965, international sanctions were imposed, resulting
in many remarkable and groundbreaking innovations,
particularly in the way of ordnance. The bitter 'bush
war' followed in the late 1960s and '70s, with the
RhAF in the vanguard of local counterinsurgency
operations and audacious preemptive strikes against
vast guerrilla bases in neighboring Mozambique,
Zambia and Botswana and as far afield as Angola and
Tanzania. With its aging fleet, including C-47
'Dakotas' that had been at Arnhem, the RhAF was
able to wreak untold havoc on the enemy, Mugabe's
ZANLA and Nkomo's ZIPRA. The late author took over
30 years in writing this book; the result is a
comprehensive record that reflects the pride,
professionalism and dedication of what were some of
the world's finest airmen of their time. The late Beryl
Salt was born in London in 1931. She emigrated to
Southern Rhodesia in 1952 to get married in
Salisbury, where her two sons were born. In 1953 she
joined the Southern Rhodesian Broadcasting Services
(later the Rhodesian Broadcasting Corporation, the
RBC). With a love of history she wanted to find out as
much as she could about her new country. This
interest led to radio dramas and feature programmes,
followed by several books: School History Text Book,
The Encyclopaedia of Rhodesia and The Valiant Years,
a history of the country as seen through the
newspapers. She also produced a dramatized radio
series about the Rhodesian Air Force. In 1965 she left
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the RBC and spent three years with the Ministry of
Information, following which she was a freelance
writer/broadcaster involved in a wide variety of
projects until 1980 when she moved to Cape Town.
She died in England in November 2001.

Rhodesian Fire Force 1966-80
Ian Smith, former president of Rhodesia, spares few of
his opponents as heives a forthright account of one of
Africa's most controversial politicalareers.;Smith
details his boyhood in Southern Rhodesia, his
enlistment intohe Royal Air Force and his active
service during World War II. After the war,e joined the
United Federal Party and initiated moves with various
Britishovernments under Macmillian and DouglasHome. This resulted in thenilateral Declaration of
Independence, and then Britain led the world
indopting sanctions against Rhodesia.;He also tells
how the Britishovernment's poor handling of the
Rhodesian situation led to unrest in therea which
Henry Kissinger tried unsuccessfully to quell.
Eventually theirst majority elections were held, the
results of which Margaret Thatcherefused to
recognise, leading to the Marxist-orientated rule of
Presidentugabe.;This autobiography deals with many
political events that have beenonveniently glossed
over. It presents a fascinating portrait of one of the0th
century's most distinguished political figures.

Dirty War
When originally published in 1985 this volume was
Page 14/35

File Type PDF Bush War Rhodesia 1966 1980
Africawar
the first scholarly and objective contribution available
on Rhodesian counter-insurgency. It documents and
explains why Rhodesia lost the war. The origins of the
conflict are reviewed; each chapter examines a
separate institution or counter-insurgency strategy
directly related to the development of the conflict,
concluding with a summary view of the Rhodesian
security situation both past and present.

Bandit Mentality
Rhodesia
Nigeria was a unique concept in the formation of
modern Africa. It began life as a highly lucrative if
climatically challenging holding of the Royal Niger
Company, a British Chartered Company under the
control of Victorian capitalist Sir George Taubman
Goldie. It was handed over to indigenous rule in 1960
with the best of intentions and a profound hope on
the part of the British Crown that it would become the
poster child of successful political transition in Africa.
It did not. One of the signature failures of imperial
strategists at the turn of the 19th century was to take
little if any account of the traditional demographics of
the territories and societies that were subdivided, and
often joined together, into spheres of foreign
influence, later evolving into colonies, and finally into
nation states. Many of the signature crises in
postcolonial Africa have owed their origins to this very
phenomenon: incompatible and mutually antagonistic
tribal and ethnic groupings forced to cohabit within
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the indivisible precincts of political geography. Congo,
Rwanda/Burundi, Sudan and many others have
suffered ongoing attrition within their borders as
historic enmities surge and boil in restless and
ongoing violence. Such was the case with Nigeria in
the post-independence period. The traditions and
practices of the Islamic north and the
Christian/Animist south, and even within the
multiplicity of ethnic division in the south itself,
proved to be impossible to reconcile. The result was
an immediate centrifuge away from the center,
complicated by the vast infusion of oil revenues and
the inevitable explosion of corruption that followed.
All of this created the alchemy of civil war and
genocide, which erupted into violence in 1967 as the
eastern region of Nigeria attempted to secede. The
war that followed shocked the conscience of the
world, and revealed for the first time the true depth of
incompatibility of the four partners in the Nigerian
federation. This book traces the early history of
Nigeria from inception to civil war, and the complex
events that defined the conflict in Biafra, revealing
how and why this awful event played out, and the
scars that it has since left on the psyche of the
disunited federation that has continued to exist in the
aftermath.

Rhodesians Never Die
Dirty War is the first comprehensive look at the
Rhodesia’s top secret use of chemical and biological
weapons (CBW) during their long counterinsurgency
against native African nationalists. Having declared its
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independence from Great Britain in 1965, the
government—made up of European settlers and their
descendants—almost immediately faced a growing
threat from native African nationalists. In the midst of
this long and terrible conflict, Rhodesia resorted to
chemical and biological weapons against an elusive
guerrilla adversary. A small team made up of a few
scientists and their students at a remote Rhodesian
fort to produce lethal agents for use. Cloaked in the
strictest secrecy, these efforts were overseen by a
battle-hardened and ruthless officer of Rhodesia’s
Special Branch and his select team of policemen.
Answerable only to the head of Rhodesian intelligence
and the Prime Minister, these men working alongside
Rhodesia’s elite counterguerrilla military unit, the
Selous Scouts, developed the ingenious means to
deploy their poisons against the insurgents. The effect
of the poisons and disease agents devastated the
insurgent groups both inside Rhodesia and at their
base camps in neighboring countries. At times in the
conflict, the Rhodesians thought that their poisons
effort would bring the decisive blow against the
guerrillas. For months at a time, the Rhodesian use of
CBW accounted for higher casualty rates than
conventional weapons. In the end, however, neither
CBW use nor conventional battlefield successes could
turn the tide. Lacking international political or
economic support, Rhodesia’s fate from the outset
was doomed. Eventually the conflict was settled by
the ballot box and Rhodesia became independent
Zimbabwe in April 1980. Dirty War is the culmination
of nearly two decades of painstaking research and
interviews of dozens of former Rhodesian officers who
either participated or were knowledgeable about the
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top secret development and use of CBW. The book
also draws on the handful of remaining classified
Rhodesian documents that tell the story of the CBW
program. Dirty War combines all of the available
evidence to provide a compelling account of how a
small group of men prepared and used CBW to
devastating effect against a largely unprepared and
unwitting enemy. Looking at the use of CBW in the
context of the Rhodesian conflict, Dirty War provides
unique insights into the motivation behind CBW
development and use by states, especially by states
combating internal insurgencies. As the norms
against CBW use have seemingly eroded with CW use
evident in Iraq and most recently in Syria, the lessons
of the Rhodesian experience are all the more valid
and timely.

Memory Meanders
The 1st Battalion, The Rhodesian Light Infantry, was
one of the most innovative and successful counterinsurgency units in modern history. Formed as a
commando battalion in 1964 after the dissolution of
the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, the RLI
was an all-white unit made up of South Africans and
men from the UK, Europe and US. It was a key
weapon in independent Rhodesia's struggle against
the Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army and
Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army during the
bloody Rhodesian Bush War. This comprehensive
study explores the unit's dramatic history, revealing
the RLI's fearsome airborne and combat capacity,
which gave the unit, at times, near total tactical
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superiority against its opponents.

Peasant Consciousness and Guerilla War
in Zimbabwe
Special Branch War
From 1890 and throughout its history, the men of
Rhodesia's Internal Affairs (Intaf) were bound by an
intense loyalty to each other and a deep
understanding of the tribal people in their charge.
Their greatest strengths were individuality and selfreliance, strengths which were called upon to the
fullest during the rebellions of 1896-7, and again in
the Bush War of the 1970s. This book chronicles
Intaf's rapid, forced conversion from the original
dedicated and efficient district administration to a
paramilitary force tasked with carrying out normal
administrative functions in abnormal situations.
Despite inadequate weaponry and insufficient
training, Intaf was all too frequently the only armed
presence. There were just not enough military forces
to go around. Many of those directly involved at all
levels in the war have contributed their reminiscences
in the pages of this book. These accounts have been
supplemented by extracts from official documents
and wide-ranging comment, melded to give a picture
of one of the least-known and least-understood
aspects of Rhodesia's war against the guerrilla
insurgents: the role of Intaf. This book serves to set
the record straight. Intaf's first priority was to defend
the tribes people and maintain the administration. In
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this task Intaf should have been supported by the
military forces which, in common with much of the
hierarchy in Salisbury, did not understand Intaf's true
role. Eventually Intaf found itself in operating in
support of the military or, in the absence of the army,
acting independently in a military role. Intaf's was a
very personal war. All staff and their families, many of
whom lived in continual danger in the tribal areas,
were known to each other. As with the BSAP, the
police force, they were unable to withdraw
periodically to the 'bright lights' of the towns. Their
homes, wives and families were in the operational
areas, often within earshot of contacts with
insurgents. This book is a tribute to the tenacity and
loyalty of all who served in Intaf, and their wives and
families: the national servicemen, the vedettes,
community advisers, Field and ADF staff, the regular
members. The Roll of Honour in this book bears
testimony to this paradox, as many poorly trained and
inadequately armed members of staff paid the
ultimate price.

SAS Action in Africa
‘This extraordinary collection is a game-changer.
Featuring the cutting-edge work of over forty scholars
from across the globe, The Routledge Handbook of
the Global Sixties is breathtaking in its range, incisive
in analyses, and revolutionary in method and
evidence. Here, fifty years after that iconic "1968,"
Western Europe and North America are finally decentered, if not provincialized, and we have the basis
for a complete remapping, a thorough
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reinterpretation of the "Sixties."’ —Jean Allman, J.H.
Hexter Professor in the Humanities; Director, Center
for the Humanities, Washington University in St. Louis
‘This is a landmark achievement. It represents the
most comprehensive effort to date to map out the
myriad constitutive elements of the "Global Sixties"
as a field of knowledge and inquiry. Richly illustrated
and meticulously curated, this collection purposefully
"provincializes" the United States and Western Europe
while shifting the loci of interpretation to Africa, the
Middle East, Asia, and Latin America. It will become
both a benchmark reference text for instructors and a
gateway to future historical research.’ —Eric Zolov,
Associate Professor of History; Director, Latin
American & Caribbean Studies, Stony Brook
University ‘This important and wide-ranging volume
de-centers West-focused histories of the 1960s. It
opens up fresh and vital ground for research and
teaching on Third, Second, and First World
transnationalism(s), and the many complex
connections, tensions, and histories involved.’ —John
Chalcraft, Professor of Middle East History and
Politics, Department of Government, London School of
Economics and Political Science ‘This book globalizes
the study of the 1960s better than any other
publication. The authors stretch the standard
narrative to include regions and actors long
neglected. This new geography of the 1960s changes
how we understand the broader transformations
surrounding protest, war, race, feminism, and other
themes. The global 1960s described by the authors is
more inclusive and relevant for our current day. This
book will influence all future research and teaching
about the postwar world.’ —Jeremi Suri, Mack Brown
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Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global Affairs;
Professor of Public Affairs and History, The University
of Texas at Austin As the fiftieth anniversary of 1968
approaches, this book reassesses the global causes,
themes, forms, and legacies of that tumultuous
period. While existing scholarship continues to largely
concentrate on the US and Western Europe, this
volume will focus on Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and
Eastern Europe. International scholars from diverse
disciplinary backgrounds explore the global sixties
through the prism of topics that range from the
economy, decolonization, and higher education, to
forms of protest, transnational relations, and the
politics of memory.

Operation Dingo
Bandit Mentality captures Lindsay 'Kiwi' O'Brien's
Bush War service from 1976-1980 at the coalface of
the Rhodesian conflict. Starting in the BSA Police
Support Unit, the police professional anti-terrorist
battalion, he served across the country as a section
leader and a troop commander before joining the
UANC political armies as trainer and advisor. Much
has been written about the Army's elite units, but
Support Unit's war record was mainly unknown during
the conflict, and has faded into obscurity afterwards.
Support Unit started poorly supplied and equipped,
but the caliber of the men, mostly African, was
second-to-none. Support Unit specialized in the
"grunt" work inside Rhodesia with none of the
flamboyant helicopter or cross-border raids carried
out by the army. O'Brien's war was primarily within
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selected tribal lands, seeking out and destroying
terrorist units in brisk close range battles with little to
no support. O'Brien moved from the police to working
with the initial UANC deployment in the Zambezi
Valley where the poorly trained recruits were
delivered into the terrorist lair. They had to learn fast
or die. O'Brien's account is a foreign-born perspective
from a junior commander uninterested in promotion
and the wrangling of upper command. He was
decorated and wounded three times.

Winds of Destruction
One of the most tragic wars in Southern Africa's
history, the Rhodesian Civil War, raged for over a
decade. Spanning from 1966 to 1979, the seeds for
this conflict were sown almost a century earlier when,
in 1889, the British South Africa Company was
granted a Royal Charter to occupy land north of the
Limpopo River. An inevitable clash of ideology and
political ambitions ensued, culminating in the
Rhodesian Government declaring unilateral
independence in November 1965, a mov

Rhodesian Light Infantryman 1961–80
Insurgencies are at the centre of most of the conflicts
that confront the modern world, and they have been
since the Second World War. Leading armies across
the globe have well-developed strategies for fighting
counterinsurgency campaigns which are continually
adjusted and refined as a result of direct experience
gained in the field. Understanding this experience and
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learning the right lessons from it are essential as new
insurgencies break out. Perhaps this is especially
important today in the wake of the attacks on
America and the fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
that is why this new edition of a pioneering survey of
the subject, first published 25 years ago, is of such
immediate relevance today. Editors Ian Beckett and
John Pimlott brought together a team of expert
contributors who provided an international overview
of counter-insurgency strategies and techniques as
they were perceived and put into practice a
generation ago.This historical survey, which covers
irregular warfare in countries as widely separated as
Chad, Vietnam, Uruguay and Mozambique, will be
fascinating reading for anyone studying insurgencies
and the armed response to them.

Bush War Rhodesia 1966-1980
Across Africa in the post-1956 era, the aspirations of
African nationalists to secure power were boosted and
quickly realized by the British, French and Belgian
hasty retreat from empire. The Portuguese, Southern
Rhodesian and South African governments, however,
stood firm and would be challenged by their African
nationalists. Influenced by the Communist bloc, these
nationalists adopted the 'Armed Struggle'. In the case
of Rhodesia, the Zimbabwe African People's Union
(ZAPU), led by Joshua Nkomo, took this step in 1962
after their effort to foment rebellion in Rhodesia's
urban areas in 1961-62 had been frustrated by police
action and stiffened security legislation. Rhodesia's
small, undermanned security forces, however,
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remained wary as Zambia and Tanganyika had given
sanctuary to communist- supplied ZAPU and
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) guerrillas.
The Rhodesians had foreseen that the northeastern
frontier with Mozambique would be the most
vulnerable to incursions because the African
population living along it offered an immediate target
for succour and subversion. The Portuguese were not
seen as a bulwark as they were clearly making little
progress in their counter-insurgency effort against
their FRELIMO nationalist opponents. The Rhodesians
were fortunate, however, that ZAPU and ZANU chose
to probe across the Zambezi River from Zambia into
the harsh, sparsely populated bush of the Zambezi
Valley. The consequence was that the Rhodesian
security forces conducted a number of successful
operations in the period 1966-1972 which dented
insurgent ambitions. This book describes and
examines the first phase of the 'bush war' during
which the Rhodesian forces honed their individual and
joint skills, emerging as a formidable albeit lean
fighting force.

The Collapse of Rhodesia
A Brutal State of Affairs analyses the transition from
Rhodesia to Zimbabwe and challenges Rhodesian
mythology. The story of the BSAP, where white and
black officers were forced into a situation not of their
own making, is critically examined. The liberation war
in Rhodesia might never have happened but for the
ascendency of the Rhodesian Front, prevailing racist
attitudes, and the rise of white nationalists who
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thought their cause just. Blinded by nationalist
fervour and the reassuring words of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and army commanders, the Smith
government disregarded the advice of its intelligence
services to reach a settlement before it was too late.
By 1979, the Rhodesians were staring into the abyss,
and the war was drawing to a close. Salisbury was
virtually encircled, and guerrilla numbers continued to
grow. A Brutal State of Affairs examines the
Rhodesian legacy, the remarkable parallels of history,
and suggests that Smith's Rhodesian template for rule
has, in many instances, been assiduously applied by
Mugabe and his successors.

Spider Zero Seven
Koevoet! has been an global bestseller since its
release over 20 years ago. This new edition goes far
beyond the original in capturing the courage, fear and
intensity of South Africa's deadly bush war. Never
before had an outsider been given unrestricted
access to Koevoet, the elite South West African Police
counterinsurgency unit - also known as Operation K
and officially as the South West Africa Police Counter
Insurgency Unit (SWAPOL-COIN). Author Jim Hooper
spent a total of five months embedded with the semisecret and predominantly black 'Ops K', which
climaxed with one of the most vicious and determined
infiltrations ever mounted by the communist-backed
South West Africa People s Organization (SWAPO).
Crossing regularly into Angola in pursuit of the
insurgents, he saw friends die next to him and was
twice wounded himself. This updated edition, drawing
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on the recollections and diaries of the men he rode
with, will fascinate yet another generation of readers.
In assembling this work, Jim Hooper had the
opportunity to re-connect with so many of the men
who allowed this outsider to ride with them. All of
which brought a new intensity and poignancy. It also
reminded Jim Hooper how privileged he was to have
been witness to Koevoet's war. This stunning work is
a tribute to Koevoet and the legend they created.
"Hooper is a careful reporter, but also a born writer;
his vivid word-pictures drag you in and hold you. He
skillfully conveys his initially unwelcoming reception
by an operational unit; the long, frustrating grind of
search operations in punishing terrain and climate;
the extraordinary bush skills of the Ovambo
policemen; the shock of sudden contact, and its
aftermath." Martin Windrow "Jim Hooper's account of
South Africa's successful "Ops K" in Namibia against
South West Africa's People's Organization guerrillas
should be required reading. The classic narrative is as
timely today as it was twenty years ago." Charles D.
Melson, Chief Historian, U.S. Marine Corps University.
"This expanded edition is a skillfully woven mosaic of
personal accounts from those involved and what he
experienced during combat with Koevoet. The use of
new material from those he rode with lays bare the
realities of war, the fears and emotions that ebb and
flow in the heat of combat, and the courage one finds
to bring the battle to the enemy" Piet Nortje, Author
of 32 Battalion "Koevoet describes in great detail the
men, both black and white, and their mine-protected
cross-country vehicles which were years ahead of
anything in use by other western forces, the
dedicated helicopter support units and the tactics
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used to bring an elusive guerrilla force to battle." Paul
French, Author of Shadows of a Forgotten Past: To the
Edge with the Rhodesian SAS and Selous Scouts.

The Rhodesian Air Force in ZimbabweÕs
War of Liberation, 1966Ð1980
On 11 November 1965, Rhodesian prime minister Ian
Smith unilaterally declared his country independent of
Britain. International sanctions were immediately
instituted against the minority white regime as Robert
Mugabe's ZANLA and Joshua Nkomo's ZIPRA armies
commenced their armed struggle, the Chimurenga,
the war of liberation. As Communist-trained guerrillas
flooded the country, the beleaguered Rhodesians,
hard-pressed for manpower and military resources,
were forced to devise new and innovative methods to
combat the insurgency. Fire Force was their answer.
Fire Force as a military concept dates from 1974
when the Rhodesian Air Force (RhAF) acquired the
French MG151 20mm cannon from the Portuguese.
Visionary RhAF and Rhodesian Light Infantry (RLI)
officers expanded on the idea of a 'vertical
envelopment' of the enemy, with the 20mm cannon
being the principal weapon of attack, mounted in an
Alouette III K-Car ('Killer car'), supported by ground
troops deployed from G-Cars (Alouette III troopcarrying gunships and latterly Bell 'Hueys') and
parachuted from DC-3 Dakotas. In support would be a
propeller-driven ground-attack aircraft armed with
front guns, pods of napalm, white phosphorus rockets
and a variety of Rhodesian-designed bombs; on call
would be Canberra bombers, Hawker Hunter and
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Vampire jets. In spite of the overwhelming number of
enemy pitted against them, Rhodesian Fire Forces
accounted for thousands of enemy guerrillas, with a
kill ratio exceeding 80:1. At the end of the war, ZANLA
generals admitted their army could not have survived
another year in the field-in no small part due to the
ruthless efficiency of the Fire Forces, described by
Charles D. Melson, the Chief Historian of the U.S.
Marine Corps, as the ultimate "killing machine".

Lessons for Contemporary
Counterinsurgencies
Includes the award-winning BBC documentary DVD,
Frontline Rhodesia Originally formed as The Rhodesia
Native Regiment during World War I, this fine
regiment first saw action in East Africa, pitted against
the wily von Lettow-Vorbeck and his army of German
askaris. Disbanded and later re-formed, the regiment
was to distinguish itself during World War II in the
North African and Burma campaigns. Using the
counter-insurgency experience gleaned from the
Malayan Campaign of the 1950s, the RAR provided
the frontline troops in the battle for Rhodesia during
that country's bitter civil war of the 1960s and 1970s.
Contents include: The formation of the Rhodesia
Native Regiment RNR operations in East Africa during
WWI Armistice and the disbandment of the RNR The
formation of the RAR The RAR in the Burma campaign
The RAR in the Malayan Emergency The Nyasaland
Emergency The RAR in the Rhodesian bush war
Alexandre Binda was born in Beira, Mozambique in
1945. He joined the Rhodesian Army in 1965.
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Although he had attested into the Pay Corps, he was
to get more operational and combat experience than
any of his colleagues. Between 1968 and 1972 he
took part in a dozen or so deployments with RLI and
SAS combat-tracker teams in support of the
Portuguese Army in the Tete Province of Mozambique,
countering Frelimo and ZANLA guerrilla incursions
from the north. He was awarded a Military Forces
Commendation. During his 15 years in the Rhodesian
Army, he did a four-year tour of duty with the Selous
Scouts and was commissioned in 1979. Alex is a keen
student of African military history and has written
several articles for Lion & Tusk, the magazine of the
Rhodesian Army Association. He is also co-author of
The Saints—The Rhodesian Light Infantry.

The Elite
Fifty years on, this superb and exciting book depicts
the military history of Southern Rhodesia from the
first resistance to colonial rule, through the period of
UDI by the Smith government to the Lancaster House
agreement that transferred power. There are vivid
accounts of the operations against the black
nationalist 'guerillas' by the security forces and the
intensity of the fighting and courage of the
participants will surprise and enthrall readers.
Atrocities were undoubtedly committed by both sides
but equally the protagonists were playing for very
high stakes. But this is more than just a book on
military operations. The Authors are able to provide
expert analysis of the historical situation and
examines events up to the present day, including
Page 30/35

File Type PDF Bush War Rhodesia 1966 1980
Africawar
Mugabe's operations against rival tribes and white
farmers. For a thorough work on its subject this book
cannot be bettered. Essential reading for those
wishing to learn more about a counterinsurgency
campaign. The ingenuity of the Rhodesian military
fighting against overwhelming odds and restricted by
sanctions is impressive but the outcome culminating
in the Lancaster House Agreement was inevitable.

Koevoet
This gripping action-packed book is the eagerly
awaited sequel to the best-selling Secret SAS Missions
in Africa. C Squadron SAS, comprising dedicated
battle-hardened veterans, operated against ruthless
terrorist groups, trained and equipped by the Chinese
and Russians between 1968 and 1980.

Fireforce
Before there was Zimbabwe, there was Rhodesia, a
British colony founded by the great capital imperialist
Cecil John Rhodes, and administered by the British
South Africa Company. Rhodesia was the last British
territory in Africa, and the most difficult to divest. This
is the story of a gifted land, bitterly contested as the
final imperial chapter in Africa. Through war and
peace, following the careers of some of the great
African leaders of the modern age, this was the last,
painful transition from colonial to liberated Africa.A
story intricately told and meticulously researched. For
all enthusiasts of African and British Imperial history,
this book is a must read!
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We Dared to Win
Post-independence events in the Republic of the
Congo are a veritable Gordian knot. The ambitions of
Congolese political leaders, Cold War rivalry, PanAfricanism, Belgium's continued economic interests in
the country's mineral wealth, and the strategic
perceptions of other southern African states all
conspired to wrack Africa's second largest country
with uprisings, rebellions and military interventions
for almost a decade.Congo Unravelled solves the
intractable complexity of this violent period by
dispassionately outlining the sequence of political and
military events that took place in the troubled
country. The reader is systematically taken through
the first military attempts to stabilize the country
after independence and the two distinguishing
military campaigns of the decade - the United Nations
military operations (Opération des Nations Unies au
Congo, or ONUC) to end the secession of the Katanga
Province, and the Dragon Operations led by Belgian
paratroopers, supported by the US Air Force, launched
to end the insurgency in the east of the country - are
chronicled in detail. Finally, the mercenary revolt - an
event that tainted the reputation of the modern
mercenary in Africa - is described.Lesser known
military events - Irish UN forces cut off from the
outside world by Katangese gendarmes and
mercenaries, and a combined military operation in
which Belgian paratroopers were dropped from US Air
Force C-130 Hercules aircraft and supported by a
mercenary ground force to achieve humanitarian
ends - go far toward resolving the enigma
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surrounding post-independence Congo.

Regiments
A memoir from a Special Forces fighter about his
experiences in the Rhodesian War and how combat
has shaped his life. Andre Scheepers grew up on a
farm in Rhodesia, learning about the bush from his
African childhood friends, before joining the army. A
quiet, introspective thinker, Andre started out as a
trooper in the SAS before being commissioned into
the Rhodesian Light Infantry Commandos, where he
was engaged in fireforce combat operations. He then
rejoined the SAS. Wounded thirteen times, his
operational record is exceptional, even by the tough
standards that existed at the time. He emerged as the
SAS officer par excellence—beloved by his men,
displaying extraordinary calm, courage, and
audacious cunning during a host of extremely
dangerous operations. Here, Andre writes vividly
about his experiences, his emotions, and his state of
mind during the war, and reflects candidly on what he
learned and how war has shaped his life since. In
addition to Andre’s personal story, this book reveals
more about some of the other men who were
distinguished operators in SAS operations during the
Rhodesian War. “Andre was the best of the best and
the bravest of the brave.” —Capt. Darrell Watt, exSAS and subject of A Handful of Hard Men

Masodja
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Counter Insurgency
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